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“DUN BE HERO”

In case if you were wondering. There is erupting drama between
members of the public and a particular Facebook page/group. Let’s just
say…”vigilantes”.
Just a little over two year ago, I was writing about the rise in
self-proclaimed SJWs - the Social Justice Warriors. This is something
which also popped up over dinner with my car club mates, where we
remarked that a Maserati driver was so quickly identified.
It’s about prime time to revisit the “doxxing” culture of the sai,
publishing the personal information (such as real name, job, phone
number, address, and so forth) of anyone whom they deem to have
committed an “undesirable” act, and then they will usually do their best
to have that person fired from wherever they work at.
TL;DR: Life is not simply legal and illegal, moral and immoral, ethical
and unethical, good and evil. It is very possible that those involved in
the saga do not know how nasty and hateful vigilante crusade truly is.
The only times vigilantism can be justified is when the entire legal
system completely fails. Which, again, the would-be vigilante may not
have a full understanding of. This is almost like being bullied in school,
and the teachers won’t do anything to stop the bullying. One day, you
finally hit back, dishing out punishment which you deem fit.
Vigilantes have no oversight or transparency. Compared to our legal
system which requires officials to be elected or appointed by other

elected officials... vigilantes appoint themselves. This is why the police,
legal system and courts exists.
There is a Singaporean adage: Don’t be hero. However, it’s a very
human thing to be seeking attention, being better than everyone else.
People may also be seeking validation and by becoming a vigilante
satisfies their needs. And this fuels them to go out and dish out more
vigilante justice... which forms an ego problem.
Now, would someone step up to be a real hero and fix the train
whenever it breaks down? You’ll be the hero Singapore needs..

Signing off,
Krado Low

i-VUE D10
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The most common unsafe behaviors of drivers are: Drowsiness,
mobile device use and driving with distractions.
The i-VUE D10 by TreeEarth safeguards you against potentially
hazardous situations with real time driver monitoring with a
high performance camera and an image processor,. It works by
visual tracking your eyes, pupils and it will sound an alarm once it
determines that the driver is in a state of drowsiness, distracted, or
upon detecting facial departure from the capture zone.
Mounted on the dashboard or the windshield, with a clear view of
the driver’s face, it detects the tell-tale signs of fatigue and alerts the
driver to the danger with warning sounds from a built-in loudspeaker,
or shakes you awake with physical vibrations with a seatbelt vibrator.
Even in dark environments such as driving in tunnels or at night, it
can detect the driver’s facial features. It works even if the driver is
wearing prescription glasses or sunglasses.
The i-VUE D10 features interoperability with a vast variety of systems
via the UART/RS232 interface. Systems include mobile digital video
recorders, mobile phones, car navigation systems, GPS trackers, FMS
Telematics, advanced driver-assistance systems, DTG and dash cams.
It can be used for fleet management systems, with the an option of
uploading data to the customer’s cloud server.
The i-VUE D10 is built tough and can easily withstand the harsh
environment found in medium/heavy-duty trucks and buses as well
as passenger cars. For more information, contact Wow! Gadgets at
6100 9691 or visit www.wowgadgets.com.sg.

The Italian Chamber of Commerce in Singapore
(ICCS) has awarded Pirelli Asia as the ‘Best
Italian MNC in Singapore’ at the 2018 ICCS
Business Award. The esteemed annual award,
first launched in 2009, aims to acknowledge
Italian and Singaporean Companies’ outstanding
contributions in fostering bilateral business
relations in strategic areas.
The Award Presentation Ceremony held at
the Clifford Pier, Fullerton Bay Hotel on 18th
September, was attended by many members
of the ICCS comprising companies, institutions,
associations, professionals as well as individuals.
The award was presented by the Vice President
of ICCS, Mr. Domenico Ferrari, to the Managing
Director of Pirelli Asia, Mr. Adrian Thio.

Pirelli Asia Is
Best Italian MNC
In Singapore

“We are honoured to receive the award as it
serves as a recognition for our business excellence
and operational practices that are based on
fundamental values heavily drawn from our
Italian roots. We will continue to bring the best
of Italy through our product and service offering
throughout our business channels.” said Adrian
Thio, Managing Director of Pirelli Asia Pte Ltd.
Established in 1995, Pirelli Asia first selected
Singapore as its Southeast Asia regional
headquarters due to its geographical advantage
and political as well as economic stability. Since
then, Pirelli Asia has been providing operational
support for its car and motorcycle side of
the business in the ASEAN and APAC region
respectively. Over the years, Pirelli Asia has grown
into a reputable multinational corporation and is
on track for further growth and expansion in the
region.
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Mark your calendars, Sungei Kadut will be the place
to be on 30 September 2018 with 2X4 Fiesta swings
into Carros Centre, level 7, from 3pm to 8pm.
Located at 60 Jalan Lam Huat, Carros Centre is the
largest freehold automobile mega hub in Singapore,
boasting over 2.3 million square feet of built-up
area, spanning across 8 floors and 383 strata units.
The spacious level 7 of Carros Centre has been
grabbing headlines as a visually arresting space for
automotive and lifestyle events of various scales.
The EMMA In-car Entertainment Competition
Heat 2 will be held on the same day too, with
a huge line up of different makes and models
on display to compete for the best audio, or
beautified with wraps, unique paint jobs and and
auto styling additions.

2x4 = Fiesta
And More

Expect plenty of hot rides from cars and bikes With
the free admission and parking, be spoilt with food
choices, race queens, and party vans throughout the
event! A mini Wicked Wallop, an event for custom
and classic motorcycle lifestyle, custom culture,
music and people, will be held on location as well.
For more information on the upcoming event,
please bookmark and stay tuned to www.carros.
com.sg, or follow them on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/CarrosCentre.

The
Renault
Megane RS
arrives in
Singapore
The hottest French hot hatch ever is now on our
shores. Priced at S$164,999 with Certificate of
Entitlement, the Renault Megane RS was unveiled
to the media in a private viewing, before a grander
public reveal by Renault Formula One driver Nico
Hulkenberg at Northpoint City mall.
Past Megane RSes have consistently been regarded
as among the best hot hatches to drive among their
contemporaries, so expectations are high for this
new one to perform. To that end, the car features a
couple of major features to help ensure it handles as
sharp as it looks.
The first of which is 4Control, Renault’s name for its

four-wheel steering (4WS) system. This is a feature
normally found in much more expensive cars (the
Porsche Cayenne, 911 GT3, and BMW 6-series GT
for example) and its application in the Megane
RS is a first for hot hatches. At low speeds (below
60km/h), the system steers the rear wheels in the
opposite direction of the fronts, to enhance agility
and maneuverability; above 60km/h, and the rear
wheels steer in the same direction for
added stability.
Although a six-speed manual is available overseas,
Singapore-bound Megane RSes will get a six-speed
dual-clutch gearbox, with a launch control as well
as a multi-gear downshift function: pull and hold

the downshift paddle under hard braking and the
car will shift down multiple gears for you. With this
drivetrain, the century sprint can be dispatched in
5.8 seconds, on the way to a 255km/h top speed.
And if the Megane RS’s seems a wee bit tame, yet
you can’t live with the Civic’s decidedly aftermarket
styling add-ons, perhaps this will tickle your fancy:
although no dates have been confirmed, local
Renault distributor Wearnes automotive has told
CarBuyer that there are plans to bring in the Trophy,
and even more extreme version of the Megane
RS with 300hp, 420Nm, a mechanical limited-slip
differential, more focused handling, and optional
Alcantara Recaro seats. Watch this space.
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Toyota
Mass Recall

As reported in Reuters and autonews.com, the notice
follows a recall announcement issues to the Japanese
ministry of transport. It involves a wiring harness in
hybrid models. It is possible for the harness connector
to the hybrid power control electronics to come into
contact with its covering. Wear and tear, or debris, can
cause the wires or cover to become exposed, resulting
in a short circuit and risk of a fire.

Toyota has issued a statement regarding the planned
recall of 1.03-million vehicles in Japan, North America,
Europe and other regions.
The recall affects the C-HR crossover and some
Prius models, and Toyota distributor Borneo Motors
has confirmed that two models in Singapore are
affected: The current Prius hatchback, and the C-HR
Hybrid crossover.

Audi Brand
Experience
Singapore 2018

Singapore will preview the world of tomorrow through
the eyes of Audi with the biggest event of the year – the
Audi Brand Experience Singapore 2018. Tickets are now
available with prices starting from $9 for myAudiworld
and Audi on demand members. Early bird tickets are also
available at $11 until 23rd September.
To be held at the Marina Bay Sands’ Expo & Convention
Centre from 10 to 14 October, the Audi Brand Experience
Singapore will feature the official debut of the brand’s
highly-anticipated flagship model, the Audi A8, in
Singapore.
In a spectacular display of innovations spanning over
8,000 square meters, the Audi Q8, Audi A7 Sportback and
Audi A6 will also be making their debuts alongside over
30 models in a choreographed brand show filled with
stunning visual light effects.
Together with the grand display of Audi’s top-notch
innovation and technology, visitors will stand a chance
to win a brand-new Audi A5 Sportback in the lucky draw
by taking part in a quiz at the event. This lucky draw is
exclusively for ticket-holders, and each ticket purchased
qualifies the holder for one chance to win.
Visit www.audibrandexperience.sg to purchase tickets to
the Audi Brand Experience Singapore 2018 and for more
information about this event.

No injuries or deaths have been reported as a result of
the issue, though one incident of smoke coming from a
vehicle has been reported in Japan.
Most of the models that require a recall are in the
Japanese domestic market, approximately half of the
1.03-million, while 192,000 Prius models would be
affected in the United States.

Official Toyota C-HR models with the 1.2-litre turbo
engine are not affected.
An initial response from company spokesmen states
that: “The safety of our customers is our top priority,
and we are currently working with the Land Transport
Authority to identify all parallel-import customers of
cars affected.”

Aptly named CaltexGO, the mobile payment app
delivers an alternative hassle-free refueling experience
from the comfort of your car. The integrated app’s
digital eco-system does away with wallet fumbles and
helps consumers easily locate a service station, enjoy
automatic loyalty LinkPoints collection, exclusive
mobile offers, and electronic receipts at their fingertips.

Aptly named CaltexGO, the mobile payment app delivers
an alternative hassle-free refueling experience from
the comfort of your car. The integrated app’s digital
eco-system does away with wallet fumbles and helps
consumers easily locate a service station, enjoy automatic
loyalty LinkPoints collection, exclusive mobile offers, and
electronic receipts at their fingertips.

Safety requirements at the service station have
not changed. Drivers should use their phones,
after their vehicle’s engine is switched off, inside
an enclosed stationary vehicle or when inside the
convenience store.

Safety requirements at the service station have not
changed. Drivers should use their phones, after their
vehicle’s engine is switched off, inside an enclosed
stationary vehicle or when inside the convenience store.

CaltexGO is available from app stores for any device
running on Apple iOS 10/Android 5.1.1 or later. Motorists
enjoy an additional 2 percent off their first mobile
payment transaction. For more information, visit
CaltexGO.com/sg.

In its official statement, “Borneo Motors (Singapore) will
also be working with Toyota Motor Corporation and
the Land Transport Authority to support the parallelimported C-HR HV models.”

Chevron Singapore, which operates the retail brand
Caltex, introduced Singapore’s first fuel payment
app that offers Caltex’s fastest and easiest mode of
payment yet.

Caltex launches Singapore’s First Fuel Payment App
Chevron Singapore, which operates the retail brand
Caltex, introduced Singapore’s first fuel payment app that
offers Caltex’s fastest and easiest mode of payment yet.

Mobile phone use remains a source of distraction, with
increased personal safety risks from unpredictable
vehicular traffic on the forecourt. As a safety precaution,
customers are reminded to be mindful of their
surroundings and focus on the refueling task at hand.

In Singapore, 4,115 Prius models are affected, plus an
unknown number of Toyota C-HR hybrid models. As
typical for a recall, the Prius models will be fixed at no
extra cost to the customers.

Caltex launches
Singapore’s First
Fuel Payment App

Mobile phone use remains a source of distraction,
with increased personal safety risks from
unpredictable vehicular traffic on the forecourt.
As a safety precaution, customers are reminded to
be mindful of their surroundings and focus on the
refueling task at hand.
CaltexGO is available from app stores for any device
running on Apple iOS 10/Android 5.1.1 or later.
Motorists enjoy an additional 2 percent off their first
mobile payment transaction. For more information,
visit CaltexGO.com/sg.
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BRAVE MOTOR WORLD:

BMW

WORLD

SINGAPORE 2018
A ‘world’ premiere of the new BMW
Z4, along with four Singaporean
debuted at Suntec during the
brand’s weekend extravaganza
TEXT DERRYN WONG PHOTOS JONATHAN LIM, DERRYN WONG

FUTURE

FUTURE

BMW Z4

BMW X7 CONCEPT IPERFORMANCE

Just hours after it was officially unveiled at Pebble Beach, California, the new BMW
Z4 roadster made its first regional appearance at BMW World Singapore 2018.

You’ve read it here on CarBuyer before - the sharp end of the SUV segment has
gotten really, really pointy in the past few years, with Audi, Bentley, MercedesBenz, and Porsche joining the super-lux SUV segment - even Rolls-Royce is
joining in on the fun. The BMW X7, confirmed for production but shown here
in Concept form, is Munich’s take on mixing the prowess of the 7 Series luxury
limo with an X body.

The new Z4 M40i First Edition model appeared in Frozen Orange Metallic, with a
3.0-litre 340hp engine under the bonnet, it hits 100km/h from 0 in 4.6 seconds.
The car, co-developed with Toyota whose model will become the new Supra,
boasts 50-50 weight distribution and a folding soft-top. This should save weight
over the previous Z4, which was less than stellar in terms of its driving dynamics.
Check out our Facebook page to watch our walkaround video of the new Z4 from
Suntec City.

BMW

World Singapore
was held at
Suntec City on
August 25 to 26, 2018.
We previewed the event, covered
it on-site, and posted videos from
the show floor - check this out on
CarBuyer.com.sg and facebook.com/
CarBuyer as usual.
This is the third time BMW World has
come to the Lion City, with previous
iterations held in 2010 and 2014.
Modelled after the permanent BMW
Welt attraction in its home town of
Munich, Germany, BMW World (or
to give its full name, BMW World Of
Passion And Fun) is an exhibition
and celebration of all things
Bayerische Motoren Werke.
In the brand’s own words, or rather
those of BMW Asia’s new incoming
boss Christopher Wehner, it’s a
brand journey showing off bright
sparks from the marque’s past,

present and future.
“In addition, for the first time in
Singapore, we’re launching at once
four new models and showcasing
an additional two models,
including the much anticipated
BMW Concept X7 iPerformance,” he
said in a statement.
The four models launched were:
The BMW i8 Roadster, BMW 2 Series
LCI in both Active Tourer and Gran
Tourer forms, and the new BMW X4.
On showcase, but not for sale yet,
were the new BMW Z4 Roadster,
the BMW M2 Competition, BMW
8 Series, and BMW X7 Concept
iPerformance.
The showfloor was laid out
into different segments, each
representing different aspects of the
BMW and BMW Group brands: BMW
luxury, BMW i, BMW M, BMW X, BMW
dynamic (regular models), and Mini.

PRESENT / LAUNCH MODELS

BMW I8 ROADSTER

Looks tell you pretty much all you need to here: It’s a stunningly
beautiful version of a lovely car, the drop-top edition of the i8
eco-sports-coupe, with its fabric soft-top that folds away in
15-seconds. Like the updated Coupe, the Roadster has an electric
range of up to 53km, with 374hp in total from its plug-in hybrid
drive system. The i8 Roadster goes for $634,999 with COE.

FUTURE

FUTURE

BMW 8 SERIES

BMW M2 COMPETITION

After the death of the original 6 Series (its successor was never quite up to the mark),
BMW had no grand tourer at the top end of things, but now the 8 Series is here to
show anything from the Jaguar F-Type, to the Mercedes-Benz S-Class Coupe and
others, that they can’t have all the fun to themselves.

Harder, faster, stronger, but not nuts. That’s ‘Competition’ in a nutshell,
marking out a new power-step-up in the BMW M range, although this, the
improved BMW M2 Competition, actually replaces the current M2. Well, read
the review online and it’ll all become clear.
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Lay down firepower!
TEXT KRADO LOW PHOTOS PETER LEE

“T

his vehicle should not be modified” said the manual.
Well guess what Nissan, no one really heeded your
instructions. Since 2007, the GT-R is the tarmac
munching, fire spewing, attention grabbing monster
from Japan that isn’t Godzi...oops.
There isn’t any segment of aftermarket treatment that the
GT-R hasn’t undergone. Naturally, the performance guys
will do anything to squeeze as much as 2,500 horses out of
the twin turbo 3.8 litre block - while the styling guys will do
everything to widen the already wide body even further.
With little to no news of the new GT-R, it can be said
that Nissan is running dry of ideas of how to make their
monster better.
Thankfully, there are tuning companies which have their
own idea of the perfect GT-R, and it takes quite a lot of
thinking to create the perfect product.
The true spirit of any GT-R owner wanting to modify his
ride starts with more power. Lots more power. The first
stage was to upgrade the breathing with larger intercooler,
pipings, air intakes and hoses. The next step was to push
more of the existing modifications - with an uprated
turbocharger and stronger actuators to handle the extra
levels of boost.
While the power gains were very satisfying, this didn’t stop

BMS Motorsports from pursuing even more. Bigger pumps
and injectors were added to the potent mix for yet another
healthy bump in the power levels. By this stage, the stock
gearbox was starting to slip under the punishing torque
the engine was pushing out, and it was quickly upgraded
with an assortment of Dodson Motorsports internals to
move all that torque to the wheels.
Still, this is nowhere near the 2,500hp, 6-second
quartermile monster. This was build to conquer Sepang
- and it sure did on its maiden outing. A combination of
power with the best handing in the business saw it do one
flying lap around the famous F1 circuit in Malaysia.
To translate extra power into fewer seconds, is the
combined effort of an extensive undercarriage upgrade
which starts with a set of quality coilovers from APi Racing.
Type RR Coilovers with external reservoirs keep the car low,
and firmly sprung with a consistent damping throughout
any track session.
Nissan may have engineered the GT-R to be the best on
the roads, but not the best on the track. Going beyond
the comfort levels set by Nissan, BMS opted to fully kit
out the GT-R with a slew of Hardrace suspension tuning
parts. Items like the anti roll bars, camber arms and toe
control aid in increasing the level of response and grip
from the tyres.
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To push the performance envelope even further, the driver
would be hammering through all the bumps in the bid to get
as close to the ideal racing line as possible. Combined with a
lowered car, this can cause bump steer especially cars like the
GT-R, which uses a rear multi-link setup.
This is where the Hardrace rear traction rods come into play,
with allows for more breathing room to the for a smoother
camber curve change and toe angles through the wheel
movement, therefore lessening the bump steer. Lastly, all these
suspension enhancements did away with the original bushings,
in favour for hardened rubber as well as pillowball bushings for
less deflection under load and greater control.
“Modest” power gains it may have, ferocity in braking is delivered
with new track-specific compound brake pads and slotted
rotors to keep the immense braking heat in check. The GT-R ain’t
a lightweight fighter, but it rails around the corners with the
Dunlop SP Sport Maxx GT 600 tyres that deliver the grip needed
for supreme cornering - yet comfortable and street-friendly
enough to do the 500km cruise back to Singapore.
Having a GT-R is special commitment considering how much it
can do at the hands of a skilled driver. As such, a bit more aero
can help to eke out the best performance that this bruiser can
deliver. A combination of Varis, Esprit aero bits help to keep the
airflow stead around this beast, while the Top Secret keeps the
heart’s heat in check - After all, this monster only begs for more
laps - it is the ultimate track experience!

Nissan GT-R
Engine

Aerodynamics

Cockpit
Dressup

Uniqueness

Handling

8

8

6

8
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

ENGINE
HKS Intercooler Cores
Greddy Intake Manifold
Greddy Intercoolers Pipings
Greddy Blow Off Valves
ETS Air Intakes with K&N Filters
Forge Silicone Hoses
Forge Radiator Reservoir Tank
DeatschWerks 1000cc Injectors
DeatschWerks Fuel Pumps
IHI Uprated Turbochargers with Forge Actuators
Ecutek Tuned
Boost Logic Engine/Transmission Mounts
Dodson Internals
UNDERCARRIAGE
APi Racing Type RR Coilovers with External
Reservoirs
Hardrace Front Anti Roll Bar
Hardrace Rear Anti Roll Bar
Hardrace Rear Traction Rods
Hardrace Rear Camber Arms
Hardrace Rear Toe Control Arms
Hardrace Front Upper Camber Arms
Hardrace Rear Knuckle Bushings
Hardrace Pillowball Bushings
Dixcel Type FS Front &amp; Rear Brakes Rotors
Hawk DTC 60 Front & Rear Brake Pads
SSR Executor Customised 20-inch 3-Pc
Dunlop SP Sport Maxx GT 600 DSST CTT Tyres
EXTERIOR
Varis Aero Sports
Carbon Fibre Kits
Esprit GT Wing
Top Secret Carbon
Fibre Bonnet

HARMONY MOTOR (AMK & JURONG) PTE LTD

THE KOREAN CAR SPECIALIST

UPGRADE FOR SAFETYHYUNDAI & KIA ECU
PREVENTIVE UPGRADE
PROGRAMME

• Prevent highly likely breakdown of cars due to ECU failure •
• Especially for Hyundai Avante, i30, KIA Cerato Forte, Koup and Soul •
• 5 years warranty after Upgrade •
• $380 for a preventive upgrade and save $600 over a full replacement •

CONTACT US FOR ENQUIRIES!
Harmony Motor (Jurong) Pte Ltd
38 Toh Guan Road East,
#01-53 Enterprise Hub, S608581
T: 65830001 | F: 62688668 | E: jurong@harmony.com.sg
Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am - 6pm Sat: 9am - 5pm
FB: www.facebook.com/harmonyjurong

Harmony Motor (AMK) Pte Ltd
Blk 10, Ang Mo Kio Industrial Park 2A,
#02-12, AMK AutoPoint, S568047
T: 64822444 | F: 64822224 | E: amk@harmony.com.sg
Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am - 6pm Sat: 9am - 5pm
FB: www.facebook.com/harmonymotor

MODIfIcatIons
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Go faster, stop quicker, turn better & enjoy improved performance with these products!

1.

2.

VP Madditive
Cetanium

Tuned for maximum handling on the track and
engineered to deliver faster lap times, this semi-slick
tyre features a newly developed tread compound
that increases contact with the road surface. The
unique design features maximum shoulder stiffness
and provides constant rubber-to-road contact
during extreme cornering.

VP’s cetane concentrate delivers more power by
increasing cetane levels by up to 10 numbers for diesel
applications. Cetanium cleans injectors and pumps
and increases the fuel mileage while it replaces lost
lubrication. Moreover, it reduces smoky diesels,
prevents sludge and deposits in the fuel system,
while providing protection for Biodiesel applications.
A bottle treats up to 38 litres.

Bridgestone Tyre Singapore www.bridgestone.com.sg

Best Chemical Co Singapore www.best-chemical.com

3.

Multi-Function
Dashboard

Clear the dashboard clutter with an all-in-one
display Featuring an OLED screen, it can display 4
types of displays. Built-in sensors include: Boost,
Oil Pressure, Tachometer, Speedometer, Odometer,
Exhaust temperature, Coolant temperature, Air/fuel
ratio and Oil temperature.
ACMA Engineering Works &
Trading Pte Ltd - 6710 7654

5.

Bridgestone
Potenza RE-71R

4.

TMG RS Hybrid
Turbo Kit

A turbocharger system suitable for daily use
thanks to the appropriate and tested impulse
wheel - axe combination that ensures the
optimum response and horsepower. Forged
aluminium construction and a harder
spring make it capable of producing 1.2 bar
mechanical boost pressure.
Monster Tune - 9784 6614

Hardrace Rear Upper
Arm for C-HR

6.

Clear the dashboard clutter with an all-in-one
display Featuring an OLED screen, it can display
4 types of displays. Built-in sensors include:
Boost, Oil Pressure, Tachometer, Speedometer,
Odometer, Exhaust temperature, Coolant
temperature, Air/fuel ratio and Oil temperature.

Enkei
NT03RR

An Enkei Racing legend has received an RR makeover
with Enkei’s latest M.A.T Dura II flow forming
technology which improves rim rigidity over the
original NT03+M. The wheel’s brace ring evenly
distributes stresses on spokes to help rim rigidity
even further, giving NT03RR superb cornering and
steering response capabilities. Available in three
finishes, 17 and 18-inch sizes, a variety of bolt
patterns and concave profiles.

Hardrace Singapore - 9734 8015

YHI Singapore - www.yhi.com.sg

7.

FTP Motorsports BMW
Aluminium Pipe Kit

Increasing flow and improves the reliability of your turbo
BMW. The mandrel bent aluminum pipe replaces the
brittle factory plastic pipe which can fail under increased
boost pressure. These are designed to reduce turbulence
and maximize flow into the engine. The entire kit
includes the boost pipe and charge pipe.
M aximus Racing Pte Ltd – 6250 1198

8.

OWS Racing Gear Extreme
SAE 75W-90

This high performance gear oil with OWS synthetic technology, is for
use in passenger cars with 4-5 speed transmissions and transaxles.
Also for the use in gearboxes and auxiliary drives in commercial
vehicles and motorcycles. Use this multigrade oil in place of single
grade oils in accordance with API GL 4/5 (SOW 80W, 85W-90).
Fong Kim exhaust system - 6844 4281
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Pamper your ride with the latest parts in the market

1.

Blackvue
DR900S-2CH

Pushing 4K, which is four times the resolution
of Full HD, this is massive improvement in
dashcam technology. Featuring H.265/HEVC
video compression, ultra clear dashcam videos
can be had from the 8 megapixel CMOS sensor
and Full HD 1080p rear camera with Sony
STARVIS CMOS sensor.

2.

Steelmate
TPMS TP-S7I

Sleeker, better and more energy
efficient than ever – solar powered
color display TPMS comes with 4
internal sensors and a solar colored
powered dashboard mountable
display which shows the tyre
pressures of all 4 tyres in BAR or PSI.
Stamford Tyres - 6263 2244

Wow! Gadgets - 6100 9691

3.

Orange
TPMS P451

It comes equipped with OTO technology to
automatically locate the sensor positions
in the tyres after rotation. With new mood
lighting feature, it will glow blue when
pressures are normal and glow orange when
it detects a low tyre pressure.
Autotrac - 9073 8350

5.

Sprint
Booster

A stock e-throttle system is designed
for a smoothness and fuel economy
while Sprint Booster makes your car
more “fun” to drive by modifying the
throttle curve in the low to mid rpm
range where cars spend a majority of
their time. As a result, your car will feel
peppier and more powerful.

4.

DrArtex
Red Wind

Designed to be installed in standard car door
seals, it helps to prevents air leakage to maintain
integrity of the air-conditioning. This also helps
to seal dust from being sucked into the car.
Benefits include the reduction in whistling
noises caused by air leakage around the door,
significant reduction in ambient airborne noise
from entering the passenger cell.
RF Electronics - 6316 6242

6.

Ducatus
Engine Protector

Ducatus additives are environmentally-friendly and
resource-efficient which are essential to provide a
continuous boost to engine performance. The Engine
protector is the ultimate oil treatment with racespec additives. It improves power, enhances wear
protection and reduces vibration. One can is enough
to treat up to 5 litres of fresh motor oil.
UTS Automotive – 6844 2806

Fong Kim Exhaust System Pte Ltd – 6844 4281

7.

Delphi
Premium Battery

Nothing ruins your day like a car with a dead
battery. Delphi is made with a special alloy
formula for long life and better performance
with top quality mat separators for short circuit
prevention. This maintenance-free battery
features “Ca-Ca” technology, for high reserve
capacity and high cranking capability.
With a heat-sealed vented cover that
reduces self-discharge, it will be part
of a great start to your everyday.
Unicla – 6844 2860

8.

OWS
DSG II

The dual clutch transmission gearbox is a highly
developed, complex high-tech component,
which creates extremely demanding
requirements for the transmission ﬂuid. This is a
specially formulated fully synthetic transmission
ﬂuid. It has been exclusively developed for
high performance applications in new Audi,
Volkswagen group dual clutch transmissions.
OWS Germany - www.ows-germany.com
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MISSION: POSSIBLE
Toyota Announces
‘Start Your Impossible’
Initiative in Singapore
TEXT & PHOTOS KRADO LOW

T

oyota Motor Asia Pacific Pte. Ltd.
(TMAP), along with Borneo Motors
(Singapore), announced the Asia roll
out of Toyota’s first ever global corporate
initiative, ‘Start Your Impossible’ (SYI), at a
launch event held in Singapore.
More than eighty years ago, Toyota
decided to do what many thought was
impossible at that time, to go from
building weaving looms to building cars.
The ‘Start Your Impossible’ initiative marks
Toyota’s commitment to transform into a
mobility company, supporting the creation
of a more inclusive, sustainable and
mobile society.
At the SYI launch event, Toyota also
announced its regionwide partnership with
12 Olympic and Paralympic aspirants across
Asia including athletes from Singapore,
Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, India, Vietnam and Pakistan.
In Singapore, Toyota, along with its official
distributor Borneo Motors (Singapore) Pte.
Ltd., has partnered with celebrated athletes,
Toh Wei Soong and Joseph Schooling who
will be supporting SYI by championing their
hero projects of ‘Equality of Opportunity’
and ‘Road Safety’ respectively.

Wei Soong will be one of the motivational
speakers that the Singapore Disability
Sports Council (SDSC) will be working
with in their ongoing school outreach
programmes. Toyota is also committed
to support the 2018 Standard Chartered
Singapore Marathon, proud title sponsor
of the Ekiden relay – a category which
will see teams of 5 runners share the
Marathon distance (42.195km). Toyota
will also support the Wheelchair athletes
in their quest of the first Marathon
Wheelchair title.
Borneo Motors (Singapore) has also entered
into a new partnership with the Singapore
National Olympic Council (SNOC) and the
Singapore National Paralympic Council
(SNPC) to be their “Official Mobility Partner”
supporting them in their local events
including the 2019 Olympic Day and
Singapore Sports Awards.
Present at the event, Ms. Jasmmine
Wong, Managing Director, Borneo Motors
(Singapore) said, “On the Olympics and
Paralympics partnership front, we are
delighted to support Singapore athletes,
Wei Soong and Joseph as they advance
towards the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games
and Paralympic Games.”
The Asia regional ‘Start Your Impossible’
launch event in Singapore was supported
by the Singapore National Olympic
Council and the Singapore National
Paralympic Council.
September 2018 | 017
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...TINKER AND
FABRICATE HIS
OWN PARTS …

THE
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Swift All Day,
Swift All Night
DO LOW

TEXT & PHOTOS KRA

Suzuki Swift Sport

The formula for its success couldn’t be simpler: A fun driving
attitude, and a buzzy engine to keep drivers on the edge. In fact,
there is little to fault the ZC32S - we forgive its rather cramped rear
seats and boot, because it is such a hoot to drive.
Why don’t you see many of these around though? It was introduced
at the worst possible time, with the COE pushing over S$70k,
making it pale in comparison to the direct rivals which offered more
performance on paper, at least. However, Suzuki has made a big
comeback, and looks poised to make yet another with the newer
turbo Swift Sport.
Before we get too carried away with the newer model, let us honour
one of the last of the naturally aspirated wonders of the world. With
an engine that is eager to rev anytime, it makes good use of every
rev because… it’s an automatic.
Of course - the first choice would be a manual transmission, but this
car has to serve the family, not just one. Thus, the reluctant decision
to go with the CVT option. There is some saving grace however Suzuki had tuned this transmission to reduce the “rubber band”
effect that is associated with traditional CVTs.
As a relatively comfortable, fuss-free daily driver, any extensive
power upgrades would have a reduced effect once they pass
through the gearbox. But, a raspy sounding HKS Legamax muffler
and mid pipe gives it that perfect tune, combined with a custom
air intake for the right roar. That said, the engine is very stock, so

Engine

Aerodynamics

Cockpit
Dressup

Uniqueness

Handling

6

6

7

9

7

a custom painted coil pack cover, plus heat shields were made to
keep the engine bay cool, and look cooler!
Handling is one of the hallmarks of the Swift Sport, as this ride
gets upped with the inclusion of an aftermarket coilover setup
and dumped to an almost floor-scraping ride height. To keep
things nice and taut, an underbrace, cusco strut bar and a rear
cross bar were installed to keep this rock and roll hatch wellbehaved, even on the track.

ENGINE
HKS legal max muffler and mid pipe
ZC31 Coil pack cover
Aliexpress EG/EK customized fat tummy intake
HKS Superfire sparkplugs
Clear coolant reservoir hose

Shuffling between grocery runs and time attack laps, the Enkei RPF1
wheels are shod with one of the most versatile tyres on the market
today, the Bridgestone Potenza RE003 which performs just as well
on the street as it is on the track. Finally, to complete the track
preparations, n brake 800 deg pads were called upon to withstand
the track abuse.

UNDERCARRIAGE
Cusco underbrace
Cusco strut bar
DM coil over on custom weight springs
CWB
Rear X bar
Enkei RPF1 rims
Bridgestone Potenza RE003
N brake 800 deg pads

Be it daily drive or maxing it out during track days, there was
comfort in his fitting Bride seats, while the passenger seat was stock
for the sake of the family’s comfort. It would be hard to not push
this ride a little bit harder for the sake of watching the custommounted gauges react to the pedal input.
By now you might be wondering, the Porsche 997 Slant Nose was
the inspiration behind the custom fog lamps assembly, a result of
the owner’s love to tinker and fabricate his own parts - an interest
which he picked up from the days of customizing bicycles.
For maximum visual impact and real weight savings, there is no
doubting that the Monster sport bonnet and grill will grab attention
with that beautiful carbon weave - plus a front lip which adds a hint
of aggressiveness into the styling. The rear isn’t forgotten too, with
bumper cut-outs which is said to help release trapped air from the
inside of the bumper. While enthusiasts argue over the effectiveness
- there is no doubt that it makes this car so visually exciting!

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

T

he Swift Sport, as you may know by now, is the definitive
affordable Japanese hot hatch in the same way the Mazda
MX-5 is Japan’s affordable roadster. But it certainly was not the
first - plenty of cars had come and gone, ranging from the Civic EK
hatch, the Colt Ralliart Version R, 323 GTR, Starlet GT, YR-V Turbo and
the Pulsar GTi-R. Whew.

INTERIOR
Defi water temperature
Defi oil temp
Greddy oil pressure
Greddy vacuum
Bride seat
EXTERIOR
Monster sport bonnet
Monster sport grill
Greddy front lip
Custom rear bumper vent
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BMW’S
CRYSTAL BALL
We all know electromobility and
autonomy will take over the car
industry, but how will that change
the way we interact with cars?
Here’s BMW’s prediction:
TEXT JONATHAN LIM PHOTOS BMW, JONATHAN LIM

“T

he design of cars will change more now than
they have over the past 100 years, so it’s exciting
times ahead,” says Alexander Kotouc, Head of
Product Management at BMW i, the company’s
electric sub-brand.
While a car from 2018 obviously looks very different to
one from 1918, it’s not hard to see his point - the way
a car operates has indeed stayed relatively consistent.
Cars still require a person’s full attention to make it
go, and regularly have to be filled with a combustible
liquid to keep going. Though the basic concept has
been refined with advancements that make travelling
faster, safer and more comfortable, it’s still the same
concept nonetheless.
In the future though, the advancement of electric
propulsion and autonomous tech will greatly change
the way we interact with cars. This is what CarBuyer
learned in separate interviews with Dr Kotouc as well
as Nils Uellendahl, Design Director at Designworks, a
design consultancy that’s part of the BMW Group.
“It’s clear to us that the future in the BMW Group is going
to be electric. At the Frankfurt Motorshow 2017 you saw
the i4 concept (actually the i Vision Dynamics, a 3 Seriessized saloon which will become the i4), and in Beijing
this year we showed the iX3, both due in 2020 or 2021,”
Dr Kotouc said. “By year 2025 you will see 25 electrified
concepts by BMW Group, 12 of them will be fully electric,
and the rest will be plug-in hybrids.”
Of course, BMW isn’t the only company with electric
dreams; most major manufacturers worldwide have
their own plans too. But one major hurdle that needs
addressing is the issue of charging. A regular petrol
pump can be utilised by any car, but EVs can’t use
any old charger if their manufacturers choose to use

different charging standards - a problem anyone
travelling abroad knows about.
To that end, BMW is working alongside other
German companies (Daimler AG, Volkswagen Group,
Ford of Europe) to set up a standardised charging
network across Europe, called Ionity, and other
brands are welcome to join the project.
Autonomous driving goes hand in hand with
electromobility, which is why Dr Kotouc elaborates, “A
much bigger thing, is that in 4 to 5 years we will launch
the first cars with level 3 automated driving technology,
where for example the highway from the airport into
town can be driven autonomously, no problem at all.
You can spend the time watching a video or answering
emails, instead of watching the road.”
As electrified vehicles become more common
though, another problem arises, where drivers have
to compete for the finite charging stations at any
given location - how do you let everyone have a
chance to use the chargers without forcing owners
to return to their cars to move them away?
Again, automated tech might have an answer. “It doesn’t
make sense to have 100 superchargers in a high-rise
building, it will be too expensive, so why not the cars just
park themselves at a charger till they’re full, then drive itself
back to a free parking lot to make way for the next car?”
It’s just an idea from Dr Kotouc, but with technology like
BMW’s Parking Assistant and Remote Control Parking,
which maneuvers the car without input from the driver,
it certainly seems like a viable solution.
In time to come, our cars’ autonomous abilities will
expand, requiring less and less of drivers, which
means car interiors will change drastically too,

according to Mr Uellendahl. “I believe this phase of
having bigger screens in cars is slowly going away. If
you look at the BMW Vision Next 100, it has a small
screen, because the next level of interaction is beyond
the screen. If you look at the Vision 100 model, it uses
other means to communicate with the user, and these
can be tactile, like little triangles reacting physically
and giving you feedback, which sometimes can be
smarter, more subtle, or more engaging than looking at
a screen.”
One example of an alternative feedback system is
HoloActive Touch, which BMW premiered last year.
“Once we go into autonomous driving, what you want
to do is free up the space a bit more, give more space
to the passengers, and create a more living room-type
of atmosphere,” said Mr Uellendahl.
“Therefore what that means is you will push the
geometry of surfaces around you further away from
passengers and make it harder to reach, and that’s
the reason why BMW developed this Holoactive
Touch, basically a floating image, a hologram that
is projected from a surface up maybe 15 or 20cm in
the air, and you get haptic feedback via ultrasound
when you interact with it.That allows you to push the
physical surfaces further away, but the content is still
there and accessible.”
This particular feature is still quite a long way away
though, as it’s intended for when drivers can fully hand
the reins over to the machine. For now, the limiting
factor is still legislation, and given the recent highprofile incidents involving cars with automated driving
technology, it’s fair to say that governments won’t
be in a hurry to implement this, at least at a general
consumer level.
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THE

SWISS SPORT
A German Goes to Switzerland

such as the start of injection, injection duration and torque control.

A

In short, this bump in power were achieved through a new map on the engine
computer itself. dAHLer also revised the electronic accelerator pedal for a much
urgent engine response - and there is no worry that you’ll blow anything since it
does not override any of BMW’s factory limits. The new remapped software was
tested in accordance with Worldwide the Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure
(WLTP)/Euro-6d-norm and CH-/EU-homologated.

So it’s a X1-ish crossover for people who value sleeker looks and a slightly sportier
drive rather than practicality. It is even more impressive that while the X2 landed
in Singapore not too long ago, there are companies that sprung to the task of
providing customized X2s for people.

TEXT KRADO LOW PHOTOS MIRANDA-MEDIA.DE

And from a unlikely country too: Switzerland. The country which completely banned
racing circuits and events from 1955 to 2015. They have since relaxed their paws to
allow circuit racing for electric vehicles only - basically, Formula E. However, for a
country with no circuits, other forms of competition have thrived, namely time-trial
based events such as hill climb and rallying (you listening, MSS?)
The X2 is a front-wheel drive transverse-engined platform. From the start the X2 is
offered in 20i petrol and 20d - both making about 190 hp, as well as the 25d, with
more poke at 230hp.
dAHLer, the Swiss tuning company, lays claim to be able to bring the 20i up to a
respectable 223hp with a 60nm torque bump of to produce 340 Nm through a
Digital Motor Electronics (DME) upgrade. If you are a diesel fan, they can bump the
20d up to 220hp and 450Nm through Digital Diesel Electronics (DDE) upgrades.
The 25d? Up to 260hp and the 490Nm of torque.
For the diesel tuning, the maximum boost pressure was marginally increased by
0.15 bar with. The software has been extensively modified in other parameters

These power gains would not have been possible without some help from the
exhaust upgrades. The stainless steel cat-back exhaust system, combined with an
optional special catalyst is able to provide an additional 25hp / 20 Nm boost alone.
It sounds sporty without being overbearing doesn’t affect the emission levels.
A sport spring kit built by dAHLer lowers the X2 for more stable handling, less
sway tendency and an improved appearance. The 18-way adjustable rebound and
compression coilovers deliver a firm, sporty-taut (but never hard!) ride quality..
Finishing off this example are the dAHLer CDC1 wheels, developed in-house and
offered in 20 or 21 inches. Forged wheels help to reduce the unsprung weight for
better bump tracking as well as grip.
This isn’t the end, for even more customization, dAHLer offers an individualized
complete vehicle which includes high-performance braking systems, a custom MID
display which brings temperature readings as well as other performance data like
0-100 timings, boost pressure, charge air temperature and fuel pressure readings
straight to the AMOLED display which is neatly integrated into the dashboard.
In all, this is pretty awe-inspiring creation by a Swiss tuner, in a country which does
not have a physical circuit. We have reached the Swiss standard of living, perhaps
one day, we will be able to achieve the Swiss standard of tuning!

... THE SWISS
STANDARD
OF LIVING...
BMW X2 dAHLer competition line

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

h, the BMW X2. Code named F39, it is a completely new model in the BMW
range, without any predecessor. So, if you wanted a X1 but dislike its boxy
looks, the X2 is for you. It’s like the X4 is to the X3, or the X6 to the X5. And
yes, there is the X7 which is like nothing we have mentioned.
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ENGINE
Digital Motor Electronics (DME) upgrade
Digital Diesel Electronics (DDE) upgrades
Limited slip differential
Stainless steel cat-back exhaust system
UNDERCARRIAGE
dAHLer CDC1 21 inch
Michelin Pilot Super Sport 245/30R21
INTERIOR
Custom MID Display
EXTERIOR
Custom badges
Front lip spoiler
Rear diffuser in carbon look

BE CONNECTED.

Free your drive.

Enter a dynamic new dimension
of wireless connectivity
N o w y o u d o n’t n e e d a n y c a b l e t o c o n n e c t y o u r s m a r t p h o n e t o t h e l a t e s t
Pioneer multimedia AV receiver and its advanced features. Wireless Mirroring
function displays a wirelessly connected smartphone which is compatible with the
function on the receiver display, and touch operation* of this display makes it easy
to share various content stored in the smartphone with other passengers.
The Pioneer AVH-Z9150BT also provides compatibility with Apple CarPlay and

AVH-Z9150BT

support connecting to a compatible iPhone using either a wireless connection or

Multimedia AV Receivers

a wired USB connection. Drive with Pioneer into an exciting new dimension
of entertainment.

Do not use your Pioneer system if doing so will divert your attention in any way from the safe operation of your vehicle. Always observe safe driving rules. In some countries, certain operations of devices while driving may be illegal. Where such regulations apply, they must be obeyed. Pioneer Multimedia Receivers are compatible with selected Android and iPhone smartphones only. Compatibility
with Apple CarPlay, Android Auto, AppRadio Mode +, AppRadioLIVE and third-party applications varies by the iPhone/ Android models and their software versions. Android Auto may not be available on all devices and is not available in all countries or regions. Bluetooth® functionality requires a compatible Bluetooth-enabled mobile phone. AppRadio LIVE requires a Pioneer AppRadio Mode
compatible in-dash receiver. Specific models vary by region. Certain Bluetooth features may not be supported by all compatible Bluetooth-enabled devices, and/or the functionality of such features may be limited in certain devices or by certain wireless carriers. Pioneer does not guarantee compatibility with all USB mass storage devices and assumes no responsibilities for any loss of data on
media players, smartphones, or other devices while using the receiver. FLAC Codec support are for the files stored in USB thumb drive. Playback capability for various content may change. The maximum playback resolution is 840 x 480 varied by model. Selected compatible codec* with USB devices are not compatible with Full HD playback. Require accessories and cables sold separately. Products
shown are for illustration only. Actual product/s may vary. All product information is correct at time of publishing. For details, please check with your local authorised dealer.
AppRadioLIVE, AppRadio, PIONEER and MIXTRAX are registered trademarks of Pioneer Corporation. Apple, iPod, iPhone, CarPlay and the CarPlay logo are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. Android, Android
Auto, and other marks are trademarks of Google Inc. The Android robot is reproduced or modified from work created and shared by Google and used according to terms described in the Creative Commons 3.0 Attribution License.
BLUETOOTH is a registered trademark of Bluetooth SIG, Inc. SPOTIFY and the Spotify logo are among the registered trademarks of Spotify AB. Compatible mobile digital devices and premium subscription required,
where available, see http://www.spotify.com. Waze is a registered trademark of Google Inc. All other brands, product names, or logos may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective holders.

Pioneer Electronics AsiaCentre Pte. Ltd. | 2, Jalan Kilang Barat, #07-01, Singapore 159346 Tel: +65 6378 7777 Fax: +65 6274 3703

Find Us on Facebook :
www.facebook.com/
PioneerCarEntertainment

www.pioneer-carglobal.com/avh/en/z/
www.pioneer.com.sg

Authorised Dealers

North

AutoTrend Enterprise
Choon Chong Auto Co.
Chuan Sing Auto Accessories
Express Motion Pte Ltd
JL Sim Lim Auto A/C Accessories
Knight Auto Accessories
Nam Huat Auto Accessories
RST Auto Accessories
TS Auto Accessories & Trading

Tel: 6253 3333
Tel: 6459 8068
Tel: 6280 2822 / 6459 1811
Tel: 6453 4522
Tel: 6282 6180
Tel: 6754 3616
Tel: 6454 2262
Tel: 6456 5108
Tel: 6851 6090 / 6339 3721

West

Autobacs Venture (S) Pte Ltd
Hai Wee Enterprise
Nam Huat Auto Accessories

Tel: 6749 5600
Tel: 6566 5983
Tel: 6566 2080 / 6316 3373

East

Autobacs Venture (S) Pte Ltd
Chop Yong Moh
Foon Audio Garage
King's Way Sound Garage
Leader Automobile Workshop
New Concord Auto Parts Trading Co.
New Generation Auto Sound Enterprise
Sin Hoe Whatt Auto Accessories
Xtremez Audio Accessories Pte Ltd

Tel: 6749 5600
Tel: 6344 1854
Tel: 6841 2773
Tel: 6748 9993 / 6749 9993
Tel: 66358338
Tel: 6742 8769
Tel: 6348 6220
Tel: 6288 7580
Tel: 6841 6882

Central

Singtrade Marketing & Services Pte Ltd
Xtremez Audio Accessories Pte Ltd

Tel: 6354 2853
Tel: 6276 8826
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TUNINGDAYS IN
CAZIS, SWITZERLAND

Tuningdays Cazis is arguably the largest tuning event in Switzerland. EMMA
was involved, and welcomed a bunch of international competitors for a special
challenge. Led by Ivo Stupning and Rene Krosse, 15 cars from Switzerland, Italy
and Germany competed in six classes to receive one of the best of category
trophies. All participants could gain points for their National qualification account.
Judges had plenty of time to explain every single detail to the competitors,
which might support them during their next competition - Salzburg 2019. In
addition to the EMMA Sound Off, all were invited to take part in an exhaust dB
contest, surrounded by some ESQL cars. The Italian team took charge of food and
beverage, ensuring an enjoyable event in Cazis, right in the heart of Switzerland.

SOUND
ZONE

Hyundai Motor Company became the first automaker to announce it will
bring to its cars the ability for driver and passengers to listen to different music
selections at the same time. The feature, called “separated sound zones” will be
available in a year or two, it announced.
With separated sound zones, the passenger and driver can hear their own
music or phone calls without disturbing the person next to them. The rear
seat is a third zone so kids can listen to their music, dad can hear the news
and mom can talk on the phone with some privacy. And because there are no
headphones involved, everyone can still easily talk to one another.
Separate sound zones are created by speaker placement as well as software
that controls the sounds’ reflective waves and output. Hyundai believes that
this technology will be especially important as cars become autonomous and
passengers will want their own tailored audio spaces.
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oyota’s C-HR needs little introduction - its high
riding coupe stance was a major design leap
especially for Toyota, which has always played
“cautious” when it comes to aesthetics. This
gamble paid off - we can now identify C-HRs in every
shape and form (with some opting for aftermarket
bodykits) in Singapore. This successful recipe paved
the way for owners to customise their rides in one way
or another. In-car entertainment (ICE) enthusiasts did
not wait long to work with installers to deliver a fresh
perspective of mobile media. This example looks like no
other, with a beefed up ICE system that sounds as good
as it looks!
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The modest exterior does not portray the amount of
audio performance on this car. It has a full setup that
even the most critical audiophile will approve. This
Toyota C-HR owned by Mr Tan is prepared by Foon
Audio Garage. The owner requested having a system
made purely for audiophiles. Foon Audio Garage’s boss,
Chang Foon, brought out the 20th Anniversary Limited
Edition Ingots amplifiers by Quartorigo - a beefy setup
that is sure to whet any audiophile’s craving for topnotch sound!
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The Alpine i108ED source unit and the PXA-H800
processors control the sound tuning portion, in built
with 8-channel signal processing functions like Time
Alignment and Crossovers Network just to name a few.
Moving deeper into the system, you will be able to
identify four units of Limited Edition Quartorigo INGOTS
amplifiers. These amplifiers are made to celebrate the

20th Anniversary of the brand. They are
well known for their amplification just
like how the brand started back in 1997.
in this ride we can distinguish three units
of INGOT 1, and one unit of INGOT 2
powering the whole system.
The three units of INGOT 1 powers the
Hi, Mid and Low frequency, with 60W per
channel. The PCB material is Desiderio,
with a redesigned circuitry: new top
quality capacitors, burr-brown ICs on the
inputs and new handmade transformers.
The INGOT 2, which is hidden below the
compartment, powers the subwoofer in
Mono mode of 400W.
Both amplifiers have different and better
performances compared to their silver
twins in the present range of products.
They have a better control and “warmth”
on the midbass, and an improved detail on
the mid frequencies, making them perfect
for competition use as well. Production is
limited to 300 pieces for each model, for a
total of 600 amplifiers.
Drivers sitting at the front were the 20th
Anniversary Speakers from Quartorigo, which
is part of the 600 sets limited worldwide.
These were launched in September in
Singapore. A 6.5 inch Midwoofer, 3.5 inch
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Quartorigo’s products are 100 per cent made
in Italy - every single part of the products are
made, purchased and produced in Macerata, Italy

Midrange and 28mm Tweeter guarantees sublime
sound quality throughout all ranges of the sound
spectrum. The structure of the speakers follow its
reference series “Grandiso”, using a special paper
cone material with resin coating for its Midwoofer
and Midrange. The 28mm tweeter was constructed
in a CNC chamber housing.
Both the Mid and Tweeter sit in a customised A Pillar,
handcrafted by Foon himself. The Midbass sits at the
original location in the door with a customised door
panel. A 10-inch subwoofer (SO250.2) from SO Audio
sits in a custom sealed enclosure at the trunk.
Quartorigo’s products are 100 per cent made in Italy every single part of the products are made, purchased
and produced in Macerata, Italy. Beautiful and neat
craftsmanship can be seen in this installation from
Foon Audio Garage.
A simple listen was more than sufficient to justify the
countless hours spent to perfect the sound quality
of this ride. The mids and highs are accurate, while
the bass is ever ready to pump distortion-free beats
on demand. Never judge the book by its cover - this
Toyota C-HR is far from mainstream!

SYSTEM DIAGRAM
PXA - 800

i108ED

QUARTORIGO
INGOT 2

QUARTORIGO INGOT 1

QUARTORIGO INGOT 1

QUARTORIGO INGOT 1
SO AUDIO SO250.2 SUBWOOFER

QUARTORIGO
20th ANNIVERSARY LIMITED EDITION
TWEETER

QUARTORIGO
20th ANNIVERSARY LIMITED EDITION
MIDRANGE

QUARTORIGO
20th ANNIVERSARY LIMITED EDITION
MIDWOOFER

REDEFINING
QUALITY
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Roberto explaining the meaning of the logo

Guests from overseas!

Quartorigo Asia distributors

Team Chuan Sing

Quartorigo Asia
Seminar makes a
pitstop in Singapore
TEXT & PHOTO TEAM REV

Team Foon Audio

Team St Audio

Team Xtremez Audio

O

rganising the Quartorigo Asia Seminar 2018 was
certainly no mean feat. All stakeholders, including
distributors, suppliers and event hosts had to
ensure that timing is perfect to introduce such an
important product and service to the Asian market. The very
first Asia Seminar was successfully organised in Singapore,
with the owner of Quartorigo Sinfoni, Mr Fabio Marcolini
and his son, Roberto Marcolini, flying over all the way from
Italy to meet all Asia distributors and the Singapore dealers
on the 7th of September.
In a highly competitive market where brands and products
can arguably lose a particular “identity” for the sake of
meeting demand, Quartorigo Sinfoni can offer something
that still has sure and solid origins. Every product is made
to get the listener in touch with his/her emotions through
music. Quartorigo is made by music lovers for music lovers,
and not for laboratory testers!
The Asia meeting with distributors started at 4pm, with
representatives from Taiwan, Thailand, Indonesia, Philippines,
Vietnam and Singapore present. At 7pm, the dinner started
with a live cooking station and the four authorised dealers of
Singapore came in with their team. At 8pm, a presentation
was shown to help everyone better understand the origins
of Quartorigo Sinfoni, which started in a small town in Italy
called Macerata. Music was (and currently is!) an important
part of people’s life in this peaceful area.
The Singapore leg of the seminar was held in a wellregarded venue, generously provided by Cool N Lite.
Roberto spent quality time explaining key details of the
brand, including its origins for dealers to gather a much
better understanding of how this Italian brand rose to

prominence within the in-car entertainment (ICE) fraternity.
New products revealed in this seminar was the JFF “Just
For Friends” Explorer One amplifier. It is an all-new CLASS
A classification amplifier with 65W x 2 CH, a breakthrough
in power and size of its class, with only 600 units produced
worldwide. The 20th Anniversary speakers were also
launched to celebrate the company’s success for the last 20
years. This speaker also proved to be another “breakthrough”
in sound, as it combines two of their top series speaker line.
Only 600 sets worldwide will be produced.

The new JFF - Explorer One amplifier
Singapore plays host to this exclusive event!

Diving deeper into the JFF program - Quartorigo will launch
a JFF product every two years. it will be a very special
and unique product like the current Explorer One, and
this product will only be available for very special dealers
worldwide. 30-50 dealers for this JFF program have been
earmarked, and Singapore has four.
This exclusive event would not have been possible without
the unwavering support of leading mobile media dealers
in Singapore, including Chuan Sing Auto Accessories,
Foon Audio Garage, ST Audio and Xtremez Audio. Other
key Quartorigo Asia distributors also made their way
down from overseas to attend the event. Of course, this
seminar provided all stakeholders the valuable opportunity
to explore Singapore’s attractions, including Newton
Hawker Centre and taking pictures with Merlion and the
Central Business District skyline supplying the backdrop.
These are the moments where dealers could enhance
camaraderie, furnishing even more opportunities for future
collaborations. At this current juncture, the ICE community
in Singapore is privileged to have these esteemed dealers to
represent the pinnacle brand of mobile media!

Xtremez Audio - Quartorigo JFF dealer

ST Audio - Quartorigo JFF dealer

Foon Audio - Quartorigo JFF dealer

Chuan Sing - Quartorigo JFF dealer

The Famous Rocket Sound from Thailand
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AUDIO
BOOST

Pioneer’s DEQ-S1000A Universal Sound
Processor provides a fuss free way to
improve the sound quality of your vehicle

TEXT TEAM REV PHOTO PIONEER ELECTRONICS ASIACENTRE PTE. LTD.

S

ound processors are small, but an effective way to boost
the audio quality of your vehicle. Pioneer’s latest product is
compact, yet packs a punch by working well with other audio
components to bring about the best possible sound right
from the get-go. This DEQ-S1000A is an easy-to-install processor
that works seamlessly with your factory car stereo. All settings
can be accessed easily via your smartphone’s touchscreen, from
simple to the most advanced - a testament to the fact that Pioneer
understands the needs and demands of drivers. It can be installed
almost anywhere in your car too, due to its compact, sturdy chassis.
Main technical features include MOSFET50 W x 4, Hi-Volt RCA preouts
x 3 (4 V), DSP, time alignment, and audio parts that are designed
just for this product for optimal efficiency and performance. As
for EQ, there is a preset and custom option, along with a 13-Band
and 31-Band Graphic. Settings for the speaker can also be adjusted
according to your liking, whether you favour soft pop soundtracks or
genres that are catered towards bass-heavy hits. Interestingly, there
is a Super “Todoroki” Sound and “Live Simulation” feature that can be
played via the Pioneer Sound Tune App. A remote control comes as
standard, along with a USB Quick Charge option for Android.
We like how Pioneer manages to integrate both form and function
in a product that appeals to the driver. The fact that it can be tuned
with factory stereo shows that Pioneer is determined to bring
exemplary quality without extensive modifications to your audio
setup. This, we reckon, appeals to a market where drivers prefer fuss
free commutes without compromising on sound quality. Pioneer
manages to bridge this gap effectively!

Music is a strong force.
Music can change your life,
Music can start a revolution.
Music can bring you down,
Music can make you understand.

3 Series $968 (2 way Passive)
Strong & Universal

Music can make you laugh.
Music can create a tear.
Music let’s you know.. You are alive!

5 Series $1,488 (2 way Passive)
Wide Range $598 (80mm Midrange)
Wide & Deep Room Information

7 Series $2,368 (2 way Active)
Spectrum of Musical Energy
*Prices include installation and accessories

RCA Interconnect Cable
Pin Point Precision
SQ 0.75M - $358
SQ 1.25M - $378
SQ 1.75M - $398
Speaker Cables
SQ 2.75M - $408
Silver & Copper Dual core
SQ 5M - $468
Price on Application

Z Studio Price on Application
Highest & Most Precise

Z Series $5,868 (2 way Active)
$7,868 (3 way Active)
$2,388 (10” Woofer)
One of the World’s Most Famous

(65) 9272 7878
terence@ice-net.biz | microprecision.de

All Micro Precision products are
manufactured in Germany

Urive HIT - $448
- Front & Rear HD (1080x720)
- 3.5 inch touch screen LCD with PIP
- Parking Mode function
- 30 fps with PIP

Albatross IV
Urive Albatross IV - $698
- Front & Rear Full HD
- 4 inch touch screen LCD with PIP
- Parking Mode function
- 30 fps with PIP
- LDWS & FCWS Function

Urive A5 - $358
- Front HD - Rear VGA
- Parking Mode function
- 3.5” Touch Screen
- 30 fps with PIP

Like us on Facebook @ Urive Singapore!
Website: www.urive.co.kr
Email: urivesg@gmail.com
Contact: 8668-7700
Address: 65 Ubi Road 1 #02-78
Oxley Bizhub S(408729)

All prices quoted are before installation & GST if applicable.
Register Your Urive Blackbox Warranty at www.aimnet.com.sg
Warranty is valid when installed by Authorized dealers.
Optional GPS is available for all models

HIGHER OCTAVIA

BEHIND THE WHEEL
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T he Skoda Octavia is
heir to the Jetta

Skoda Octavia 1.0 TSI Ambition Plus

WHO BUYS A SEDAN ANYWAY?
Despite the surging popularity of the sport utility
vehicles (SUVs) worldwide, the traditional sedan is
still very popular Singapore, the latter outselling the
former five to four in 2017. One of the hard hitters was
Volkswagen’s Jetta, which was on sale from 2005 to
2017 and for a period constituted about one third of
the company’s sales here.
With the semi-demise of the sedan though, popular
four-doors have gone extinct, including the Mitsubishi
Lancer, Nissan Sunny, and the Jetta too.
WHAT’S GOOD?
Volkswagen MQB platform, check; Cat A Certificate
of Entitlement, check; chiselled European three-box
styling, check. Compared to the Golf, the Octavia is
412mm longer overall, with an extra 66mm between
the axles, at 2,686mm. Even next to the Jetta, the
Octavia has a 35mm longer wheelbase, which means
colossal legroom for everyone.
But apart from cabin space, the other thing that will
make buyers go ooh and ahh in the showroom is boot
space; there’s 590 litres of it seats-up, or 1,580 litres
folded down. And although that’s far and away the
most commodious rear end in a small-to-midsize car,
the numbers only tell half the story.
HATCH A SEDAN
The Octavia is technically a hatchback, rather than a

999cc, turbocharged inline-3
114hp / 5,500rpm
220Nm / 2,000rpm
7 Speed DSG
10.0s
202km/h
5.0 L/100km
C1
S$99,900
Now (www.skoda.com.sg)

sedan, but that’s actually a good thing. The liftback
tailgate makes it significantly easier to load or retrieve
items compared to the letterbox boot openings you
get in some 4-door saloons.
Up at the other end of the cabin, the Octavia is
put together with the same Teutonic logic and
solidity that sets VW Group car brands apart from
the Asians, although it’s not hard to find some
reminders that Skoda is the value-driven brand in
Volkswagen’s empire.
The interior looks great, and for the most part feels
great too, but plastics of the Fisher Price variety are
present - unfortunately in common touchpoints.
IS IT FAST?
The 1.0-litre three-cylinder turbocharged engine (as
first seen in the VW Golf 1.0), if anything, feels slightly
more refined here than in the Golf 1.0. The dual-clutch
gearbox sometimes upshifts too early, causing the
engine to lug until it gets back into the torque band;
something that becomes very obvious with five people
aboard, though it seems endemic to fuel-sipping VW
Group cars like this.
There’s sufficient torque to make highway or B-road
overtaking a painless affair, but what’s really impressive
is how refined and long-legged the Octavia is.
Speeding tickets are a very real danger in this car,
purely because of how comfortably you can cruise at

speeds far higher than you realise.
The squishy suspension helps in this regard too, but
on the flipside that does mean the Octavia can’t offer
much fun when the going gets twisty.
Light steering is great around town but with less
feedback through the wheel; solid stability is great
while cruising, though making the car less eager to turn,
and soft, long-travel suspension is great at soaking up
patchwork bumps, but allows for a some wallow.
PRICED WELL THEN?
The Octavia doesn’t have to be the same price as its
ostensible rivals from Japan and Korea, it just has to be,
like the Jetta was, less expensive than a Golf. The fact
that it has even more room and far more equipment
than its ‘predecessor’ ever had is one benefit of the
Skoda badge.
Even in the most basic Ambition trim which is S$10k less,
you get seven airbags, a reverse camera, cruise control,
keyless go and Apple CarPlay/Android Auto, along with a
crisp and colourful 8.0-inch touchscreen display.
To that, the Ambition Plus model we tested adds LED
headlights, 17-inch rims (up from 16-inchers) and
blind spot monitoring with rear cross traffic alert. And
of course, the RS 245 doubles the engine capacity,
delivers more than twice the power, at just S$30k
more. Hmm...
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Kia Cerato meets low
COE premiums - again

Kia Cerato SX 1.6L

WHO BUYS A SEDAN ANY… OH WAIT
Sometimes a new car appears and you just know it’s
going to be a hit, and the Kia Cerato is one of those
cars. The numbers back this up; apparently, more than
700 people made enquiries about the new Cerato
before it was even launched in Singapore.
With the lowest step on the Cerato ladder set at
S$75,999 (that’s with Certificate Of Entitlement, folks),
it’s priced to sell well.
WHERE IS THE FORTE?
Search us; they’ve simply disappeared. Maybe that’s
Kia’s way of reinforcing that this is a new Cerato, and
not a facelift. Park it next to the old Forte, and it’s clear
that the two cars don’t share any body panels. Even
the wing mirrors are different. It all looks, well, new.
And yet, there’s a familiarity to it. Perhaps that’s down
to hints of Stinger GT in the styling. There’s been some
deliberate fiddling around with the proportions,
to give the body some suggestion of fastback
swoopiness. Compared to the K3 Forte, the new
Cerato is 80mm longer (but unchanged in wheelbase)
for example, all the better to accommodate a long
bonnet, like the Stinger’s.
Just a pretty new face then?
Far from that. The inside is just as new, if not more
so. The functional atmosphere is still there but the
Cerato’s cabin feels way less basic than before. You’ll

1,591cc, inline-4
128hp / 6,300rpm
155Nm / 4,850rpm
6 Speed Automatic
12.0s
195km/h
6.6 L/100km
B
S$88,999
Now (www.kia.com/sg)

notice the new freestanding 8.0-inch touchscreen
audio system — yours with all but the cheapest
version of the Cerato, more on which later.
Elsewhere, there’s piano black trim and soft-ish
plastics on the dashboard itself, so while the Forte
didn’t feel cheap, the new Cerato does feel like a
small step up in quality. Even the steering wheel and
its controls look and feel a bit posher than before,
thanks to subtle metallic inserts. Amazing what a bit
of shiny stuff can do.
Yet, the Cerato does feel like a roomy car in the back
for its class, and with three-point seatbelts it’s suitable
for use as a proper family workhorse. The boot is a
generous 502 litres in size, too.
DRIVES WELL THEN?
The new Cerato boasts an obvious step forward in
terms of steering feel, in that there’s actually some
now. In fact, the steering is quite weighty and it
feels pretty direct. The suspension set-up has been
improved, too. Around a bumpy corner the previous
Cerato would squirm underneath you a bit, but the
new one feels altogether better planted and more
stable. It combines that with a modicum of sharpness,
so this is a car that tolerates being driven with
aggression quite well.
As for the engine, it really needs revving to get going.
Things are a bit flat until 2,000rpm, but just over
4,000rpm is where the 1.6-litre, naturally aspirated

four-cylinder engine finds its fighting spirit. But that’s
also where it finds its voice, and it isn’t a cultured one.
It’s the same 1,591cc unit found in the previous Cerato,
and sadly there’s no turbo-power for SEA Ceratos just
yet, presumably due to cost reasons.
All that said, things are helped by the six-speed auto.
The gearbox is decently smooth, and it helps the
Cerato take off from standstill fairly smartly. Overall
the Kia does feel quicker than the 0 to 100km/h time
(12-seconds) suggests.
WORTH EVERY CENT
It’s nearly a luxury car without the badge. There’s
a glass sunroof, for one thing, which is great for
ambience. The driver’s seat also gains power assistance
(with two memory settings), and both front seats are
ventilated by unobtrusive but effective suction fans.
You also get a reverse camera and, just in case, front
and rear parking sensors. Also just in case: six airbags.
And to spice things up that teeny bit more, you also
get full LED headlights. Four bright lights do the
daytime running duties, which is amusing — they’re a
similar pattern to Porsche’s latest DRLs.
Newer cars tend to attract more buzz, however, and
the Kia arguably has more exciting styling on its side.
It helps, too, that it has arrived at a period of relatively
low COE prices, which has boosted its sales pretty
handily. It just goes to show that in Singapore, good
timing can be way more important than good looks.
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SUPER

Bridgestone launches its new flagship
high-performance street tyre
TEXT JONATHAN LIM PHOTOS JONATHAN LIM / BRIDGESTONE

T

007

here’s a new “007” in town, except unlike that famous British spy, this
one’s got a licence to thrill. We’re referring of course to the S007A, the
latest offering in Bridgestone’s high-performance Potenza range of tyres.
Positioned as the company’s flagship performance street tyre, the S007A
replaces the S001.
The official press materials depicts the new rubber fitted to an Aston Martin
DB11, which should give you an idea of the sort of level the S007A can perform
at. Indeed, the S007 - no “A” - is the OE (original equipment) tyre for cars like
the Ferrari F12 and Aston DB11; the S007A is similarly targeted at other highperformance sports cars, ranging from the Volkswagen Golf GTI to the Porsche
911, via the BMW M, Mercedes-AMG and Audi RS series of cars.
As with any new product, the S007A is designed to perform better than its
predecessor in every way, although Bridgestone claims the biggest improvements
have been made to dry grip, stability in high speed cornering, and response to
driver inputs.

AGENT

Technical advancements on the S007A include a Kevlar “flipper”, which is a strip
of material that spans the sidewall and tyre bead to reinforce the tyre interior and
prevent excessive movement; chamfered tread block edges to resist deformation
under braking and improve stopping distances; and 3D M-shaped sipes (little slits)
which help the tread block resist deformation during cornering for added control.
To put these claims to the test, Bridgestone invited us to Sepang Circuit for a backto-back comparison between the S001 and S007A across four exercises.
As we learnt in primary school, experiment findings are most relevant when as
many variables as possible are kept constant. To that end, Bridgestone was wellprepared, with two pairs of near identical cars (a Mk7 and Mk7.5 Golf GTI, and
BMW 530e iPerformance) and similarly-aged tyres (all manufactured in 2018).
Unfortunately, the heavens had other plans…
EMERGENCY BRAKING
A heavy downpour just before the event made
evaluations in the first exercise, an 80km/h
emergency stop, extremely tricky. The changing
conditions meant that the parameters in each of
our runs was subtly different (there was slightly less
water on the track when we went out in the S007A),
making it impossible to draw a definitive conclusion.
That said, both tyres were more than up to the
task of this maneuver, hauling both GTIs to a quick
stop with absolutely no drama - reassuring to
know in sodden Singapore.
EMERGENCY LANE CHANGE
By this stage, the difference in track conditions
between our runs with each tyre was even more
varied, yet this starkly highlighted the S007A’s
performance. Performing an emergency zig-zag in
the GTIs at 75km/h without lifting off the throttle,
the S007A remained predictable throughout, with
just a slight amount of sideways push during the

change of direction.
Incredibly, despite the advantage of the track drying
for an extra 30 minutes, the S001 had more lateral
movement, sliding perhaps half a metre or so wider
into the next “lane”.
HIGH SPEED CORNERING
It was quite hard to feel the difference in the Golf GTi,
but on the heavier 530e, the S007A fitted example
felt a lot more planted and predictable especially
when we were laying down the power mid-corner.
With the tyre age factor out of the window, the
S007A is a smidge more progressive than the older
S001, giving us quite a fair bit of warning as it
reaches its limits of grip.
WET SLALOM
The last exercise for the day was a tight 45km/h
slalom - not an ideal scenario for the 4.9m, 1.8-tonne
530e. Watered down with trackside sprinklers, the
slalom allowed the S007A to shine once again. Here,

the S007A carved a neater line through the cones,
while the S001 exhibited more understeer and
scrubbed more speed at each direction change.
It should be noted that the changes are incremental
and generally extremely slight; without experiencing
them back-to-back, it would be impossible to
accurately determine any differences in performance,
let alone feel and feedback. Modern cars (and
especially their electric power steering systems) are
so good at insulating occupants from the outside
world that in all honesty, it’s near impossible to
accurately discern any feedback feeding through the
steering wheel or through the seat of your pants.
The Bridgestone S007A is on sale in Singapore now.
There are 45 sizes available, for rims ranging from
16 to 20 inches in diameter, and in tyre profiles
of 30 to 55. Prices inclusive of GST but without
installation fees start at $156 for a 205/55 R16
tyre, to $430 for a 295/35 R20 piece. Visit www.
bridgestone.com.sg for more information.

43

DECADE OF

SPEED
Singapore GP
continues to thrill!

through the first two corners.

He made a single stop for the soft compound on lap 15
and then managed his advantage to the finish, without
ever losing the lead, thanks to a pace that was faster
than those who instead changed to ultrasofts. Like all
those who started on the hypersoft, Hamilton benefitted
from four laps under the safety car at the start of the
race, which prolonged the life of the softest compound.

Verstappen’s Red Bull team mate Daniel Ricciardo also
used a hypersoft-ultrasoft strategy to good effect,
showing plenty of speed at the end of the race. The
highest-placed driver to begin the race on ultrasoft was
McLaren’s Fernando Alonso, who finished seventh after
starting from outside the top 10 on the grid. The fastest
lap of the race was set by Haas driver Kevin Magnussen,
beating the previous race lap record by more than
three seconds.

Tyre strategies were the key to the race as Ferrari
gambled on bringing Vettel in after 14 laps and putting
him on to Pirelli’s medium compound, the Ultrasoft,
only for Mercedes to respond by calling Hamilton in
next time around and putting him on to the yellow
Softs, the hardest available.

The race’s major incident happened on the opening lap
when Esteban Ocon tried to move round the outside
of Racing Point teammate Sergio Perez but was edged
into the wall and instantly out of the race - a move
which left Ocon seething but brought no action from
the race stewards.

Vettel’s woes were underlined by a fine performance
from Verstappen, who refused to yield to the German
as he brought his Red Bull out after his pit stop and
claimed second place as the two went side-by-side

Perez was involved once more when he caught
Sirotkin, complained to race director Charlie Whiting
about the Russian’s blocking over the radio, then forced
his way past only to cut across his bows and cause

ercedes driver Lewis Hamilton won the
Singapore Grand Prix from pole, having
stopped just once. Like all of the top 10 on the
grid, Hamilton started on the P Zero Pink hypersoft,
which on Friday and Saturday had proved to be more
than a second and a half quicker than the ultrasoft.

The Formula 1 2018 Singapore Airlines Singapore
Grand Prix has attained the second-highest three-day
attendance in the race’s 11-year history, reflecting
the continuing strong support for the event both
from the south-east Asia region and the broader
international market.
The eleventh edition of the night race has grown
from strength to strength, with the Marina Bay Street
Circuit opening its gates this weekend to over 263,000
attendees, an increase of 3.5% in average attendance
over the past ten races.
Race promoter Singapore GP Pte Ltd attributes this
positive figure to the buoyant profile of Formula 1
and as well as the variety of products introduced this
year, such as the new lifestyle facility called Twenty3,
enhanced Paddock Club and hospitality suites, familyfriendly initiatives such as Pit Stop @ Empress Lawn as
well as another world-class line-up of entertainment,
including Jay Chou, Liam Gallagher, The Killers, Dua
Lipa, Martin Garrix and Simply Red.
Tickets for the 2019 edition of the Singapore Airlines
Singapore Grand Pix, provisionally scheduled to be
held from 20 - 22 September 2019, are now available at
the Super Early Bird Price until 15 Nov 2018. For more
information, please visit www.singaporegp.sg.
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‘Yes!’ screamed Verstappen, who was then told to focus
and did so well enough to keep that place and secure his
first Singapore podium ahead of the disconsolate Vettel.
And it might have been more: Verstappen tried valiantly
to force his way past Hamilton as the two men closed
in on a mid-race squabble between Sergey Sirotkin’s
Williams and the chasing Haas of Romain Grosjean.

contact - a rash moment which this time earned him a
drive-through penalty.

TECH
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Everyday cars still do benefit from the high-grip super
soft compounds subjected to thermal stress by screaming
engines, punishing downforce and blazing fast cornering
speeds. Ever notice how your tyre seems to have more grip
when the weather gets hotter? An everyday tyre has to grip
like a F1 tyre, yet last long enough to keep you happy and
work on wet roads.
According to Pirelli, the F1 track is only a final testing
ground for the development process that all their tyres
undergo. Where the real tech transfer occurs is in the design
stage. F1 tyre designs are first tested in the simulator, which
exaggerates conditions beyond what a race car is actually
subjected to.
The same tyre simulator has also been applied to the design
of production tyres and includes high-speed and maximumload testing and a highly accurate analysis of how both
carcass and compounds behave under extreme conditions.
All of this enabling Pirelli to achieve the highest possible
performance and safety levels.
Currently, Pirelli has a growing portfolio of more than
2,000 homologated tyres, obtained with prestigious
and demanding vehicle manufacturers, which require
tyres that are designed to bring out the best in their
cars. Pirelli engineers design these tyres using the same
materials and assembly and testing techniques adopted
for Formula 1 tyres.

TRACK TO STREET
Pirelli spearheads tyre technology
TEXT KRADO LOW PHOTOS PIRELLI

N

ever was Formula One made more relevant to
our daily road cars at the turn of 2014, where the
distinctive shriek of a naturally-aspirated 2.4-litre V8
was replaced with a more familiar-sounding with
1.6-litre turbo, albeit V6 engine.
One can debate to no end about any practical use of racing
technology in from a purebred race car to a standard family
car, but there have been many advances over the past
30 years. More notable examples include: The automatic
gearbox with paddle shifters and electronic driver aids.
Perhaps the biggest and least understood technology
transfer can be found in one of the biggest components of
the car: Tyres. F1 teams struggle with tyre strategy, while
regular car owners struggle to see the similarities. After
all, an ordinary car tyre is a steel-belted radial designed for
years of use, while a F1 tyre only has to last for one race.
Founded in 1872 by the young Giovanni Battista Pirelli,
Pirelli today is a leading global tyre manufacturer with a
distinctive focus on high-end premium tyres with high
technology. Pirelli’s experience in Formula 1 began back in
the 1960s and has lasted to this day, with 2011 being the
year when Pirelli became the sole supplier for the F1 racing
teams. Highly regarded as the pinnacle of motor racing,
F1 has helped Pirelli to reduce development times, and be
the ideal test bed for concepts, ideas and experience to be
transferred directly to the production tyres.

Even a regular driver shopping for a new tyre is like an
F1 team having to choose their tyres for a race. Three
different compounds of dry tyre are available to each team
at every Grand Prix weekend and drivers must make use
of at least two during the race. Current F1 tyre suppliers
Pirelli have a range of seven dry-weather compounds:
hypersoft (pink), ultrasoft (purple markings), super soft
(red), soft (yellow), medium (white), hard (blue) and super
hard (orange). Even if it rains, Intermediate (green) and
wet-weather (blue) Pirelli tyres have full tread patterns to
fight off aquaplaning. The intermediate tyre can disperse
up to 30 litres of water per second, while the full wet tyre
can disperse 85 litres per second.
Celebrating over 110 years in motorsports, Pirelli’s advanced
Settimo Torinese facility continues to produce both the
performance-oriented P Zero tyres along the special
compounds for tyres used in F1. Not resting on its laurels.
Pirelli intends to further innovate by engaging with electric
and driverless vehicles over the next ten years. Pirelli has
already been working on these future trends, in particular in
terms of developing tyres for electric vehicles and solutions
and services for connected vehicles.
Given its unwavering pursuit for perfection, Pirelli will soon
be further cementing its place as a proud leader beyond
automotive not before long!
For more information on Pirelli, please visit www.pirelli.com.

Non-automotive goodness blended into bite-sized bits for your reading pleasure!
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PEACE OF THE MIND

PILLOW
TALKS

With much needed peace and quiet, Hotel Nuve
could just be the answer you’ve been searching for
TEXT CARMEN ROSSO PHOTOS KRADO LOW

If you haven’t already noticed, Hotel Nuve down Jalan Pinang has been deemed one of our
personal favourites for a quick getaway - and here’s why.
The boutique hotel which sits among umpteen cozy cafes, allows guests to indulge in
Singapore’s rich cultures with Arab Street, Haji Lane and Kampong Glam just a stone’s throw
away.

Happily Wrong gives us yet another
reason, to never leave our beds
TEXT CARMEN ROSSO PHOTOS BRAND

While Hotel NuVe’s appearance brings good vibes to guests, the interiors are a definite worth
of a second look. Ironically, it’s the insides that scream peace and tranquility. With just fewer
than 43 rooms in totality, privacy comes as a priority to the NuVe Group, making it the ideal
accommodation choice for anyone in search of some quality solo travelling moments.

If you think you’ve seen the best of slumber luxury, you haven’t been treated to the
world of Happily Wrong. The Singapore-based company has taken the art of sleeping
cosy to the next level with the new Blanket+.

What piques the interest of most guests is the roof terrace that belongs to Hotel NuVe, a
signature spot perfect for a good read whilst taking
in the city’s stunning skyline in view. As
�
an added touch, Hotel NuVe will provide mobile phones to guests with data roaming access
during their stay.

Designed to ensure warmth and promised cosiness, the blanket comes with sleeves
that allow for easy usage of electronic devices from the comfort of one’s bed. Even
turning the pages of a good book has been made easier without the constant hassle
of getting into an ideal position right after each toss and turn.

Hotel NuVe
9 Tanjong Pinang
Singapore 199141
Tel: +65 6299 5975

Apart from Blanket+, Happily Wrong extends their line to products that allow you
to see the bigger picture in life. Printed on both tees and tote bags, the WordSearch
series acts as a form of constant motivation to its wearer, that, there’s always more to
life than seeing it from just one angle.
For more information, visit happilywrong.myshopify.com

REVIEWS

w

“The hotel provided a mobile
phone to be used during
our stay which also provide
free international calls and
unlimited data access!! very
handy as we used it a lot for
google map while we were out
and about the town”

@Happily-Wrong-189935631566504
David

@iamhappilywrong

“Located in the middle of a
lot of places to go to.”

Peter
“Staffs are very kind, the
room is very comfortable,
and the hotel location is very
near to sultan mosque and
there are so many culinary
shops nearby”

9 Jalan Pinang, Singapore 199141
+65 6299 5975
contact@hotelnuve.com
www.hotelnuve.com

Sarah

LIKE US
OOK!
ON FACEB
facebook.com/Hotelnuve

https://happilywrong.myshopify.com
SHIRT

BLANKET

TOTE BAG

Non-automotive goodness blended into bite-sized bits for your reading pleasure!

49

CITATION 500

POWER BOOST
Fuji’s new XT-3 camera will be powered by a brand new 26MP
X-Trans CMOS 4 sensor, built with a back-illuminated design.
ISO is rated from 160 - impressive considering it is sporting a

higher resolution than its predecessor. Low-light autofocus has
been improved to -3EV, and the X-T3 also gets a new X Processor
4 image processing engine. continuous shooting capabilities
have been enhanced too, so you can now do 30fps blackout
free shooting using the electronic shutter and up to 11fps with
the mechanical one. Maximum AF speed, EVF refresh rate, and
shooting interval have been improved to match the “Boost” mode
of the X-T2 with a vertical booster grip.

WORK OF ART
MB&F and L’Epée 1839 present Grant, a triple-tracked, Mad- Maxcross-Transformer robot clock on a mission. Grant is a robot with
a time display on his shield. There are no flashing digital numerals
on Grant’s shield and== no constantly spinning second hand.
Grant can transform into one of three different modes: lying
horizontally over his chassis for a low profile; crouching at 45
degrees; and sitting up 90 degrees. Grant’s time shield can always
be set to a comfort- able and optimal viewing angle.
Whatever the angle, Grant’s highly polished clockwork is on full
display, and you can follow every click and turn of the gears.
The mainspring barrel click near his ‘belly button’ is particularly
mesmerising in operation. The isochronal oscillations of the
regulator keeping time in Grant’s glass-domed ‘brain’ are
evidence of the clockwork’s high precision. Watching Grant
“thinking” in real time is a stress-relieving activity in itself: Grant
transforms time so that you can relax and enjoy it. Grant is
available in three limited editions of 50 pieces each in Nickel,
Black, and Blue.

Created in partnership with Kvadrat, Europe’s leading design
textiles manufacturer, the Citation 500 is a speaker that features a
unique wool fabric that is both dirt repellent and flame retardant.
You can pair the Citation 500 with another for true stereo sound,
or even link it up with other speakers from the Citation line-up
for 5.1 channel surround sound. Multi-room audio capabilities
match nicely with the speaker’s ability to access music sources
over both Bluetooth and Wi-Fi so you can easily fill your entire
home with music. Google Assistant support means that you can
activate commands right from your bed! The speaker is capable
of HD Audio streaming at up to 24bits/9gkHz, and can output up
to 200W of sound thanks to two 25mm tweeters and two 131mm
woofers. It measures 374 x 212 x 172 mm and weighs 7.6kg. The
Citation 500 is priced at around SGD$1,040.

DYNAMIC
TOUCH
Beyerdynamic has released a new set of premium active noisecancelling (ANC) headphones for travelers. The Lagoon ANC
has two levels of digital active noise-cancelling and is said to
sound excellent even with ANC deactivated. It can also be used
in wireless mode, allowing the headphones to automatically
adjust to compensate for the frequency differences.
High-quality memory foam with protein synthetic leather
covers are used for the ear cushions, and these have been
designed to follow the anatomy of the ear, making them
extremely comfortable to wear while adding a layer of
passive noise-cancellation. They have a unique “Light Guide
System” incorporated within the ear cups too, which lets you
know what the status of the headphones is simply by the hue
of the light.

SOLID
PERFORMER

WIRELESS
SHARPSHOOTER

SuperSolid has announced a 27-inch screen - it is a high
refresh rate monitor for gamers who prioritise response times
above all else. It uses a TN panel with a 1ms grey-to-grey
response time and a 144Hz refresh rate, so you should be
able to enjoy silky smooth gameplay. The 2,560 x 1,440-pixel
resolution should appear crisp and sharp on the 27-inch
display, but those who are particular about color reproduction
and viewing angles may might not fancy the TN panel. The
SuperSolid R270 is priced at SGD$429.

Secretlab has released the Omega and Titan chairs in an
understated, yet cool ball-black color scheme. The Secretlab and
Omega and Titan logos are rendered in a darker shade of black
and are still visible on the backrests. These all-black Omega and
Titan will also come with features including four-directional
armrests, memory-foam lumbar pillow, “PRIME PU” leather and
“cold-cure” foam in the seats. The Omega Black and the Titan
Black has a list price of SGD$629 and SGD$700 respectively.
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THE

ELEVENTH
Porsche Carrera Cup Asia 2018

T

his year marks the 11th year the Porsche Carrera Cup Asia has participated in
the event as a support race for the Formula 1, but it will be the first time the
series‘ 28 drivers having the chance to test out the new Porsche 911 GT3 Cup
(Type 991 II) on the ruthless turns of Asia’s most notorious street circuit.
The 5.065-km Marina Bay Street Circuit provides both scenic straights and precarious
turns as it snakes through downtown Singapore past some of the cities‘ most
spectacular sites, including the world-famous Singapore Flyer. Singapore has
consistently proven an important battleground for the championship in years past
and 2018 is no different.
The weekend saw drama starting from Saturday’s race, with the fiercest qualifying
match of the season. Team Starchase Philip Hamprecht just managed to beat out van
der Drift by just 0.21 seconds.
Bolstered by his excellent performance in the qualifying session on Saturday, van
der Drift boldly pushed onto Hamprecht’s bumper as soon as the lights went green
for Round 8 on Sunday, but was unable to penetrate the young German driver’s
defenses on Turn 1.
Hamprecht’s pace faltered shortly into the first lap however, giving van der Drift the
opening he needed to execute an expert pass moments before the safety car was
called out due to a spin further back in the grid.
Hamprecht was then left defending against Team Porsche Holding’s Martin
Ragginger and Earl Bamber Motorsports’ Will Bamber as the two skilled drivers
unleashed a flurry of attacks. Despite his solid defense, Hamprecht was unable to
hold out against the constant pressure, ceding his position first to Ragginger and
then to Bamber, cementing the top 3 with van der Drift in first, Ragginger in second
and Bamber in third.

“Our number one goal today was just to beat Philip. Yesterday was a little bit
frustrating because we knew we had the car and the pace, it just didn’t work out. We
just had to push on the first few laps and just try to get in front. From there, it was
pretty easy sailing for me, the car was good, I just had to make sure I didn’t stuff it
up or do anything stupid. Now we’re looking forward to Malaysia and Shanghai —
fingers crossed,” Chris van der Drift said in the press conference after the race.
The action in Pro-Am continued to build over the weekend as Novu Racing Team’s
Yuey Tan leveraged his home field advantage at the Marina Bay Street Circuit to
secure the pole position with a 2:19.165 lap time during the qualifiers on Saturday.
Tan’s confidence at the track carried into Round 8 on Sunday as the Singaporean
driver executed a flawless lights-to-flag victory, finishing first place on the podium.
But the real drama occurred further back in the field as the unforgiving circuit saw
Modena Motorsports’ Wayne Shen, leading the Pro-Am class going into the weekend,
forced to retire after a spin early on in the race. It was then OpenRoad Racing’s
Francis Tjia, starting the weekend in third place, fighting fiercely to overtake Zheng
Tong Auto’s Bao Jinlong as he sought to regain the table lead. The challenging street
circuit once again intervened after a spin by Tjia in Lap 6 paved the way for Bao to
clinch a second place victory and the table lead. Meanwhile, Porsche Beijing Central
and Goldenport’s Li Chao showed a solid performance to finish third on the podium.
“The race was great today, we started off really strong and the car went on straight
away. Toward the second half of the race it started to go away from me a little
bit. Bao started to catch up to me a little bit, so I got moving and put some space
between us. In the end it was pretty close,” Yuey Tan said in the press conference after
the race.
The competition for the Dealer Trophy continued heating up after a strong
performance by Ragginger saw Team Porsche Holding, now at 114 points, close the
gap on Team StarChase, who currently lead the table with 134 points.
The next round will be held from 28-30 September at the Sepang International Circuit
in Malaysia as part of the Malaysian Championship Series Rounds 9 & 10*
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A Pirelli Edition

H

ow does a Crazy Rich Asian party? As F1 rolled into town, so
were those who stayed for the world-class entertainment lineup
which included Jay Chou, The Killers and Martin Garrix.

For those who wanted to soak into a complete race party atmosphere,
there was only one place to be. Located on the inside of the track’s
Turn 13, 1919 Waterboat House played host to Circuit de 1919: A
Pirelli Edition. This party indulged party-goers with heart-thumping
entertainment, front-row views and bonvivant cuisine for Singapore’s
most adrenaline-charged motorsports event of the year..
Spanning over three nights, the exclusive event boasts a wide range of
international and local cuisine, bottomless flow of premium beverages
and live music entertainment. Located within earshot to the action,
the rooftop vantage spot gave everyone an unbeatable views of the
race track, as well as an unobstructed view of the fireworks display!

Paying tribute to the return of the GPSS Formula 1 to Singapore for its
11th year, the delectable race buffet will showcase a winning formula
of European and local delights. Served alfresco style, patrons can
indulge in the dishes while enjoying unobstructed views of the track
around them!
For the F1 diehards who need to keep an eye on the action all the
time, live telecasts of the race were broadcast across screens on the
roof tops, ensuring that even the most hardcore F1 fanatic did not
miss one bit of the action filled race this year!

TEXT & PHOTOS KRADO LOW

CIRCUIT
DE 1919

For the second year in a row, 1919 Waterboat House partnered with
the renowned tire supplier Pirelli to present an exclusive race-themed
showcase. F1 fanatics had the chance to enjoy the private exhibition
of the brands renowned tires. The drivers won’t be the only winners, as
patrons had the opportunity to compete in contests to win a range of
prizes sponsored by Pirelli.

WWW.

.COM.SG

REV UP YOUR SMARTPHONES & TABLETS

‘LIKE’ US ON FACEBOOK!

Get up to speed with us in the digital realm!

308K AND GROWING!

Rev would like to thank readers for their utmost support through all these years!

HORSE RUN

TEXT KRADO LOW PHOTOS SINGAPORE GP
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Ferrari Challenge Asia-Pacific

R

ound 6 of 2018 Ferrari Challenge Asia-Pacific made its fourth
appearance in Singapore in support of the Formula 1 Singapore
Grand Prix. The Marina Bay Street circuit saw 32 drivers getting
behind the wheel of the 488 Challenge for one practice session on
Friday, one qualifying session on Saturday and two adrenalin-filled
races over the weekend around the 5.065 km floodlit harbourside
street circuit.
It was a hot day with track temperatures hovering around 35° and
humidity at 63% at the first race of the series. Fierce competition
marked the 10-lap twenty-five-minute race with plenty of action and
a few incidents.
Trofeo Pirelli witnessed Polesitter Renaldi Hutasoit from Indonesia
roaring to his first win of the weekend, leading every lap while
keeping a close eye on the contenders behind him. There was a
fierce race-long battle between Philippe Prette from Italy, Alex Au
from Hong Kong and Go Max from Japan. Au was in second position
for the first few laps but Prette was clearly not going to give up
and put on some very forceful and demonstrative moves. He finally
succeeded in overtaking Au halfway through the race and managed
to keep Au at bay. Unfortunately for Au, a backmarker was in his
way when Go Max from Japan successfully launched his last minute
attack in lap 9 and overtook Au, taking the last step on the podium.
Coppa Shell saw Kazuyuki Yamaguchi from Japan had a dominant
run and powered four places ahead to come in first in his class.
Yanbin Xing of China, starting from pole position, couldn’t find the
extra gear to overtake Yamaguchi after the latter powered ahead
and had to settle for second position while Tani Hanna from Lebanon
claimed third place, which is enough for him to be crowned the 2018
Ferrari Challenge Asia Pacific champion in his class.
In the Coppa Shell AM class, the win went to Kent Chen from Chinese
Taipei who, once taking the lead, went to work establishing a gap

over his nearest rivals. The other two podium places went to David
Dicker from Australia and Evan Mak from Hong Kong. Dicker also
took the Gentlemen’s Cup while Kanthicha Chimsiri of Thailand took
the Ladies’ Cup.
The second race was cloudy with high humidity. Given the very
technical track, the hot weather has contributed to the complexity of
managing tyres and their degradation even more challenging.
Trofeo Pirelli saw Renaldi Hutasoit from Indonesia once again
started from pole position with Philippe Prette from Italy putting in
an early battle for the lead. Hutasoit managed to keep his position
throughout the race, maintaining a good gap between him and
Prette before the latter finished in the slipstream of Hutasoit in a
thrilling finish. It was pretty much a repeat of yesterday’s race where
the wheel-to-wheel battle once again took place between Go Max of
Japan and Alex Au of Hong Kong. Max managed to keep Au at bay
for most of the race but unfortunately spun out of control during lap
9 and Au grabbed the opportunity to secure third place overall.
Kazuyuki Yamaguchi from Japan powered his way to victory in
Coppa Shell. He drove a strong and convincing race to take the top
step of the podium. Tiger Wu from Chinese Taipei made a dramatic
improvement on his fourth place finish in Race-1 to come in second
position. Michael Choi from Hong Kong, took the last step of the
podium of that eventful race.
In the Coppa Shell AM class, the win went to David Dicker from
Australia who also took the Gentlemen’s Cup. Evan Mak of Hong
Kong took second position while Grant Baker of New Zealand took
third. Kanthicha Chimsiri of Thailand took the Ladies’ Cup.
From here, the Ferrari Challenge drivers will converge in Monza Italy for
Finali Mondiali from 1–4 November. This final round of the Asia Pacific
series will be a close fight in Trofeo Pirelli class, as the three leaders on
the table standings are now only eleven points apart from each other.
The Asia Pacific series drivers will join those competing in Europe and
North America Series for the traditional end-of-season celebrations.

KIWI KAPERS

Bridgestone launches its new
flagship high-performance street tyre
TEXT LEOW JU-LEN PHOTOS MICHAEL BRADLEY

H

alf an hour after leaving BMW Group New Zealand, we’re lost. Sheldon
Trollope from Evo Singapore and I have both drawn short straws and are
thus forced to share a car, and having followed the GPS system resolutely,
inexplicably find ourselves on a weighing scale for trucks. Our Mineral White
BMW 640i Gran Turismo is smack in the middle of a convoy of enormous lorries, so
there’s no way to turn around.

As for the X2, I can’t decide if it’s a BMW with the soul of a Mini, or a Mini with the
body of a BMW. It rides on the same front wheel drive underpinnings as BMW’s 2
Series tourers and X1, as well as the current Mini range, so it’s actually pretty roomy
yet has a Cooper S hatchback’s enthusiasm for being hustled from corner to corner.

Lunch provides the chance for a car swop, too, just in time for a stint in the nearby
hills. The 640i GT had a magic carpet ride, so the difference in ride quality between
that and the X2 is immediately apparent, the latter’s firmness keeping in tune with
its overt spotiness.

Back in the 640i, however, Sheldon and I have a problem. The boot is so vast that
our luggage has all sorts of room to slide around, and as we bound through the
twisties trying to catch up with the rest, the scraping and thumping from back there
is driving us crazy. We end up pulling over and strapping our bags to the back seats,
which seems a bit undignified since you could just as easily imagine the rear of the 6
Series occupied by a Wall Street type being chauffeured to the boardroom.

The test car is an sDrive20i (meaning front-wheel drive, with a 192hp 2.0-litre turbo
hauling things along), same as the spec we have in Singapore, and though it lacks
the 640i’s outright speed it’s an absolute hoot on the road to Hobbiton.

We ask someone in a hard hat for directions. He basically tells us to get lost. Which is
handy, because we’ve already misplaced ourselves, obviously. These things happen, I
guess. Especially when Sheldon’s at the wheel.

That done, it actually doesn’t take us long to close the gap on the X2 and camera car.
The 640i traverses tarmac like a spaceship, its 340hp 3.0-litre turbo doling out huge
dollops of torque for genuinely effortless acceleration. There’s endless traction, as
well, with xDrive apportioning power to all four wheels in a way you don’t notice,
unless you consider an absence of a flashing traction control light noticing.

CarBuyer and other motoring titles are in NZ for a couple of days, to romp around
the place in the 640i and its punky distant relative, the X2. The idea is to put the
two new BMW concepts through an extended drive and see a few sights along
the way. Neither car is your typical BMW, so Preeti Gupta, the dauntless head
of communications for BMW Asia, thought it would be a good way to acquaint
ourselves with what they have to offer.

Before long, the rest of the gang is in sight again. From Auckland, our first destination
is Hobbiton (better known as Middle Earth in Peter Jackson’s Lord Of The Rings
shebang) via a 311km-long coastal route, then it’s another 100km or so to the
lakeside town of Rotorua.

The 6 GT, for example, is higher than a 5 Series (but nowhere as lofty as a crossover),
has the wheelbase of a 7 Series, and it has exactly 2.5 times the number of doors you
expect a BMW 6 Series to have. It has the biggest boot of any BMW except the X5.
It’s not a hatchback or coupe or wagon or limo, really, but a chimeric combination of
them all.
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New Zealand, it goes without saying, is almost unspeakably pretty. The sky looks like
it’s been perma-dyed a deep cobalt, and the rolling landscape is saturated in green.
In the distance, the grass looks fresh enough to make you wonder what it tastes like.
Maybe that’s why the Kiwi accent sounds like English spoken with a mouthful of
lawn. What comes between five and seven is “sex”, and when we stop at the seaside
town of Whangamata for a bite, it’s an order of “fesh and chups”.

There’s not a trace of understeer around corners, and a welcome weightiness to
the steering that makes you feel connected to the action. The springing is pretty
much just on the right side of harsh, but anyway it helps that New Zealand roads
are in generally good condition. Bad Kiwi tarmac is pretty much like, say, good
Malaysian road.
The other thing about driving in New Zealand is that the locals seem laid back about
speed, and thus, speeding. On some surprisingly tight and narrow stuff you can
still legally drive at the speed limit of 100km/h, and locals don’t seem fussed about
tiptoeing beyond the limit.
In contrast, the Australian authorities take speed limits as seriously as Singaporean
parents take exam results, fussing over every last point. Mind you, I might have
been mistaken. Weeks after returning from Auckland I find that a speeding fine has
followed me home.
It was worth it, anyway. The X2 surges merrily over hill, dale and other features you
don’t get in Singapore, and it’s actually rather delightful even though BMW pitches it
as something of a rebel. I mean, I don’t think anyone locks up their daughters when
we roll into town.
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Even though the X2 makes us hustle, though, we somehow arrive at Hobbiton in
time for the place’s cafe to close. So we take a few snapshots and leave it at that,
setting the navigation for the tourist town of Rotorua. It’s around 7pm that we
decide that driving in the dark is a bad idea, which is unfortunate because the sun
has set by 6pm.
Rotorua, says the tourism guide you pick up for free at the airport, is the granddaddy of New Zealand tourism. It seems like everywhere you turn, you’ll find exactly
what you expect from such a place: placid bodies of water, verdant forests, low
mountain peaks and Chinese tourists armed with selfie sticks.
It’s apparently a centre of Maori culture, and a place for adrenaline junkies to
“shweeb”, “luge” or “zorb” to their hearts’ content. Again, I quote the guide, parts of
which appear to have been written by a Kiwi pecking at a keyboard.
Being a volcanic lake, Rotorua engulfs its namesake town in a permanent sulphurous
funk, which is handy if you let out a shweeb and don’t have a dog to blame it on.
Drawn by the faint odour of eggy fart, European settlers once flocked to the area
to holiday here and spend their days bathing in the mineral-rich hotsprings,
presumably before the discovery of soap.
Being cultural philistines ourselves, we’re more interested in some of the motorsport
tourism that New Zealand is famous for, and head for nearby driving attractions.
While we take in some fairly straightforward karting and 4x4 buggying, it seems
like Kiwis will strap an engine to anything, and if you have time you’re bound to find
some kind of crazy vehicle to drive. Dig This, a company further north, will even let
you have a go in a bulldozer.
The brief excursions mean our return route to Auckland is much more
straightforward, which in turn gives us the time to assess the X2 and 640i GT in a
highway setting. I’ll say this, for something that’s so much fun around corners, the X2
does the freeway trundle well, too. You might not ever drive one in New Zealand, but
if extended jaunts into Malaysia are your thing, it has the long legs, luggage capacity
and basic comfort to pull them off.
When it comes to comfort, however, the 640i Gran Turismo is as cosseting as it’s
possible for a modern car can be. It glides over tarmac like a low-flying aircraft, and
breezes through most roads with a lack of exertion that’s borderline creepy. If you
want something more coccooning than this you’ll have to return to the womb, or
own a Rolls-Royce, which is probably more difficult.
And while the X2 is the more entertaining car of the two to drive, the 6 Series turns
out to be a slice of heaven in the hellish traffic that Friday evening brings. When
we join the main highway into Auckland it seems like half the country has packed
itself onto it, and the resulting start-stop nightmare drags the final 100km stretch
out for hours.
In a scenario like that, the active cruise control system of the 640i proves its worth,
taking over the pedal work, while the lane-keep assistance keeps the big BMW
between the white lines with nothing more than a couple of fingertips’ purchase on
the steering wheel. Gridlock, it turns out, isn’t so bad when the car does most of the
driving itself.
What our Kiwi capers made clear, though, was that if I had to choose between the
two, it would be the X2 I’d take home with me. Both cars deviate from the classic
front-engine, rear-drive sedan form of the quintessential BMW, but it’s the X2 that
feels truer to its badge. It’s engaging in a way that doesn’t result from enormous
power and enormous grip, and it’s a reminder of something all keen wheelmen
ought to keep close to heart: the best cars to drive aren’t necessarily fast, they merely
make you want to drive fast.

KIWI KLAW

Unlike Australia, NZ hasn’t gone
super-draconian on speeding, but
don’t take liberties
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REDEFINING THE DASHCAM
DR900S-2CH

DR900S-1CH

Front 4K Ultra HD (3840 × 2160)
8 megapixel CMOS sensor
(4 times as many pixels as Full HD)

Cloud compatible
BlackVue Over the Cloud, a free* add-on service
enabling the following advanced features!

Zoom Clearly
Capture all the critical details
such as car license plates from
further away
Rear Full HD (1920 x 1080)
2 megapixel Sony Starvis sensor
HEVC
High Efficiency Video Coding
(H.265) for best video compression

Remote Live View
Remotely monitor your car in real
time from anywhere, anytime.

Push Notifications
Receive notifications on your phone when
preset events occur. Great in combination with
BlackVue’s parking mode.

GPS Tracking
Visualize on a map your car’s location and speed

Two-way Voice Communication
Talk with people in the car from your smartphone

Dual-band WiFi
5GHz WiFi and sub-stream
technology for blazing fast wireless
experience
Adaptive Format Free
Improves recording stability and
requires less SD card formatting
Enhanced Night Vision
Outstanding low light performance

BLACKVUE Over the Cloud
BLACKVUE Over the Cloud

Event Files Protection
Prevents important files to
be overwritten
High Temperature Cut-Off
Protects the product from the harm
of over temperature

Video Backup
Back up videos to your phone or Cloud
storage. Live Auto-Upload: save Event files in
real time to the Cloud!

Remote Video Playback
Play videos stored in the Cloud or in your
dashcam anytime on your smartphone or tablet

* Cloud service requires external Internet connection through mobile routers or other WiFi hotpots.
Learn more from www.blackvue.com.sg/over-the-cloud
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