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SINGAPORE VIPS GET PEEK AT NEW BMW M5

VOLVO TRUCKS LAUNCHES
EURO 6 TRUCKS IN SINGAPORE

The new BMW M5 won’t be hitting our roads until 
early next year, but prospective buyers are getting 
an up-close look at it good and early. That’s 
because selected guests have been invited to 
special closed-door viewings of the car by the new 
BMW M agent, Performance Munich Autos (PMA).

This new company was incorporated in February 
by Sime Darby, which also owns main BMW 
dealer Performance Motors. Meanwhile, the new 
dealership arrangement sees the relocation of the 
BMW M showroom from Teban Gardens to the 
previous BMW showroom at 315 Alexandra Road.

Headline figures for the new M5 are thus: 600hp, 
750Nm, 0-100km/h in 3.4 seconds and a top speed 
of 305km/h with the optional M Driver’s Pack 
(otherwise it’s limited to 250km/h). Those power 
and acceleration figures put the M5 directly on par 
with its arch-rival from Stuttgart, the Mercedes-
AMG E 63 S, which was launched here during the 
2017 Singapore Grand Prix weekend.

The paintjob you see here is Marina Bay Blue, 
named after the Marina Bay Street Circuit, and it 
joins an extensive list of other iconic racetrack-

inspired hues, such as Interlagos Blue, Imola Red, 
Le Mans Blue and Yas Marina Blue.

We’re not entirely sure why BMW thinks a dark 
blue would be the characteristic colour of 
Marina Bay, but it’s a striking yet refined shade 
nonetheless. Now the only thing is to actually 
photograph it at Marina Bay when we get our 
eager paws on it after it’s officially launched in the 
first half of next year.

Even if the M5 itself isn’t officially ready for launch, 
though, the new BMW M dealership certainly is.

Volvo Trucks’ Euro 6 range boasts features for 
better safety, fuel economy, drivability, and 
uptime. Volvo’s Euro 6 range was launched in 
Singapore, ahead of Singapore’s adoption of 
its new environmental standards for diesel 
vehicles, which starts on 1st January 2018.

Euro 6 is the highest engine emission standard 
set by the European Union and the National 
Environment Agency (NEA) announced plans 
to adopt it in 2014. Following the launch, 
all new trucks sold by Volvo Trucks will have 

the Euro 6 engine, which reduces emissions 
of nitrogen oxide (NOx) and particulate 
matter (PM) by 80 per cent and 50 per cent 
respectively with the help of Selective Catalytic 
Reduction (Details on pg42). 

Volvo Euro 6 trucks have been on the roads in 
other parts of the world as early as 2014. Today, 
more than 170,000 units are running in markets 
such as Europe, Turkey, Korea and Hong Kong.

“At Volvo Trucks, our mission goes beyond 

providing trucks – we strive to drive
progress,” said Olivier Metzger, General 
Manager, Volvo Trucks Singapore.
“To do this, we work hard to understand our 
customers and their needs, and we work
closely with them to develop vehicle solutions 
that can help bring them closer to their
business objectives. With our new range of 
Euro 6 trucks, we offer customers a sustainable 
solution that not only meets emission 
requirements, but also added benefits in safety, 
fuel economy and trouble-free ownership.”

www.volvotrucks.com
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Where Cars and People Gather

Carmart @ Carros swung into action on 25 November. This time, the 
Carmart ran over the course of two days, transforming the usually quiet 
estate in the north of Singapore was buzzing as thousands descended 

on the giant automotive hub.

Located at 60 Jalan Lam Huat, Carros Centre is the largest freehold automobile 
mega hub in Singapore, boasting over 2.3 million square feet of built-up 
area, spanning across 8 floors and 383 strata units. The spacious level 7 of 
Carros Centre has been grabbing headlines as a visually arresting space for 
automotive and lifestyle events of various scales. 

Potential buyers and their families with kids in tow  could browse through 
more than 500 new and pre-owned cars for sale on the level below. The 
range on offer ranged from commercial vehicles to the latest passenger cars, 
from budget buys to rare exotics. Prospective car buyers were not only spoilt 
for choice, they were treated to expansive space that made displaying cars 
easy, freedom of movement and a hassle-free shopping experience. Most 
importantly, a nice cool weather to shop without breaking a sweat! 

With the free admission and parking drawing people from all over Singapore, 
there were lucky draws, photo contests with cash prizes, food trucks, race 
queens, and kids were catered for as well with a bouncy castle to keep them 
occupied while their parents checked out the cars. Ease of transport was 
ensured with a free shuttle bus service running from Kranji MRT throughout 
the day. Pop up stores were also present with a variety of home-made 
products for sale.

The excitement for the day did not end there. They were also treated to a rare 
display of classic cars that were part of a private collection.  Amongst the many 
rare examples was an exquisite 1977 Maserati Merak, a very rare right-hand 
drive 1976 Corvette Stingray and a classic 1963 Mercedes Benz 220SE.

Another visual treat awaited those who were more into classic “renegade” 
Japanese cars. They were delighted to see a bevy of old favourites all modified 
and looking even more formidable than the day they were ‘born’.  These 
legendary retro cars that were specially brought in included best-sellers like 
the Honda Civic, Nissan GTR and Mazda RX8.

The kids were not left out on the day.  After expending their energies on the 
“Bouncing Castles”, they were all too happy to be treated to the screening 
of Cars 3, a Disney animated movie. They were joined by eager their parents 
- who could relive their nostalgic memories by watching it in the specially-
arranged drive-in movie on the top level.

With the resounding success of the inaugural Sunday Carmart @ Carros, the 
organizers are already planning the next event to be just as successful as this! 
For more information on the upcoming events, please bookmark and stay 
tuned to www.carros.com.sg, or follow them on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/CarrosCentre.

Weekend Carmart
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M
eet the “Phoenix”, in the shape of a Subaru Impreza WRX, born 

from the ruff and tumble world of rallying - crashes, rolls and 

spectacular leaps of faith included. When the third generation 

Impreza WRX STi made its debut in 2007 at the Tokyo Auto 

Show, heads were reeling in sheer surprise, as the world caught a glimpse 

of what was possible - a mean-looking five-door hatchback.

What about the sedan then? Subaru’s redesign of the sedan was meant 

for it to up against other Japanese class rivals. This particular generation 

of WRX also polarized opinions of the fans as well. While the previous 

generation was the in-your-face brute that doesn’t take no for an answer, 

this model is more of a pacifist, trying to bring balance to the (market) 

forces. 

As a result the fans flocked mostly to the less-compromising hatchback, 

the GEE sedan did have its fanbase who needed power with boot space to 

spare. A lists of musts for performance sedans: A slick manual, low weight 

and power on tap – all the things that made the Rex a cult classic. 2.5-litre 

horizontally opposed engine, power to all four wheels. 

The relationship had a rough start, beginning by fixing what was broken, 

which resulted in having to pull the engine apart and making sure that it 

worked the way Subaru intended. 

Being a track junkie, northern ventures to Pasir Gudang and Sepang at 

least once a year to unleash the full potential of his ride also meant many 

scary moments when parts failed him. One of the examples was one of 

the brake kit upgrades, which worked perfectly well on the street, but 

failed after one warm up lap and nearly ended his life.

The journey was filled with buying new gear, and selling parts that failed 

to satisfy his thirst of performance. What you see here, can be considered 

the ultimate form. Guided by peers in the car club, he set off to work on 

making his ride truly one of a kind.

More air, more fuel, more power. These de facto components to increase 

power of the EJ have been proven over time. Here though, one of the 

modifications hawks back to the old hot-rod “chuck it” methods. The 

tumble generator valves, which gives the boxer a smooth cold-start idle, 

were removed for the sake of maximum airflow from the turbo. 

Being a track aficionado, oil starvation is a real issue for any car that 

experiences more than 1.5Gs around the corner, especially on long 

sweeping turns taken at WOT. The last thing anyone wants is a oil feed 

system which will only send little shards of metal through the engine at 

high RPM. Hence, a beefier pickup, sump and baffles are installed to avoid 

starvation, and reduce the chance of the system breaking. 

All the power won’t mean squat if the car isn’t balanced with spot-on 

handling. All-wheel drive system aside, the suspension was beefed up 

with tunable shocks, and with more bars than you can think to strengthen 

the chassis. The Whiteline anti-lift kit, with modified caster angles, helps 

in generating a softer feel for braking and acceleration. The kit has to be 

complemented with the stronger anti-roll bars, as it reduces roll resistance 

as well.

The “WahKum” rear camber arm is from a fellow club member who aided 

his mod journey from the start. The undercarriage is finally finished off 

with Perrin steering rack bushings. For the enthusiast, nothing beats the 

feel of a taught car. Good vibrations, we say!

Scoring a great deal on Enkei PF07 in nine-inch width, he keeps two sets 

of tyres Bridgestone RE003 for daily use and the Yokohama AD08R for 

track deployment. The white certainly makes it pop against the gray body, 

to the point that we initially thought that they were 18-inches.

With a car that slices through the turns, the occupants need to be 

restrained properly, with the help of Recaro seats and four-point 

harnesses. The personal choice of a small steering wheel is for the meaty 

feel on the track, and the gear knob provides a proportionately heavy 

thunk through the gates. The wheel even received nice little touches in 

the form of  titanium steering bolts! 

While some say 330mm feels like an arcade machine, you can’t doubt that 

the cockpit is decked out with enough gauges to make a X-Wing pilot 

feel right at home. Does one have time to read everything from the Defi, 

AEM and Blitz gauges while dogfighting? Not really, but they do make 

zooming past everyone around Sepang feel a lot more exciting! 

2018 is around the corner and he’s affirmative that nothing will ever 

replace the fun, memories and brutal poke that his car currently gives 

him. Screaming with glee in a GEE.. Sorry, we can’t resist!
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A TRIAL BY FIRE



...Screaming with
glee in a GEE...
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Subaru Impreza WRX

ENGINE
Full SPT Rebuild
CP Piston
Manley Rods
272 Brian Crower Stage 2 Cams
Sard Fuel Regulator
Injector Dynamics 1000cc Injectors
TGV Delete
FMS Front Mount Intercooler Wrapped in DEI Heat Reflective Tape
Mocal 19 Row Oil Cooler with Aeroquip Fittings
Killer B Oil Pickup , Oil Sump and Oil Baffle
ATP GTX3076R
3 Inch Perrin Turbo Inlet Hose
Go Fast Bits Mach2 Full Recirculating Valve
TopTech Aluminium Radiator
Invidia Q300 Titanium Tip CatBack

UNDERCARRIAGE  
Bilstein B16 PSS10
Perrin 22mm Front Sway Bar w/ EndLink
Whiteline 24mm Rear Sway bar w/ EndLink
WhiteLine Roll Center Adjuster
SuperRigid Front &amp; Rear Rigid Collar
J-Speed Sjugane Front Fender Brace
Cusco Power Brace Floor Center
STI Front Strut Bar
Cusco Rear Strut Bar
WahKum Rear Camber Arm
Perrin Steering Rack Bushing
White Line Anti Lift Kit
Enkei PF07 17’x9
Volk Racing Dura-Nut
Bridgestone Re003 235-45- 17 ( Daily )
Advan AD08R 245-40—17 ( Track )
TopTech 330mm 6 Piston Front Brake Kit
TopTech 330mm 4 Piston Rear Brake Kit

EXTERIOR  
Varis Front Bonnet
Varis Front Bumper
Varis Boot
Varis GT Wing
Varis Window Pillar Carbon Garnish
Custom ECS Garage Front Sti Fender
Ganador Side Mirror w/o Indicator

INTERIOR  
Recaro SPG Driver Side
Recaro SR4 Passenger Side
Sparco 4 Point Harness Driver Side
Nardi Personal Grinta 330mm Steering
MazterPiece Automotive Titanium Steering Bolts
AutoStyledd Alcantara w/ Red Stitching Shift Boot
Grimmspeed 650g Shift Knob
Defi ZD Club Sport
AEM Air Fuel Ratio Gauge
Defi 60mm Boost Gauge
Blitz i-Color Boost controller
Sparco High Grip Metal Pedals

HandlingEngine Aerodynamics Cockpit 
Dressup

Uniqueness
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MODIfIcatIons
Go faster, stop quicker, turn better & enjoy improved performance with these products!14

Owen Developments 
Turbochargers7. 8.Magnum Stainless

Steel Braided Hoses
Improve the braking response with an economical and 
affordable solution with Magnum Stainless Steel Braided 
Hoses. A cost-effective alternative to expensive big brake kits, 
a simple upgrade makes a world of difference in emergency 
situations. Suitable for various makes and models of vehicles 
alike. Ensure the safety of your loved ones and yourself by 
opting for added stopping prowess on the tarmac.

1.
Featuring NanoPro-Tech compound for enhanced 
wet grip, the new tread pattern contributes to anti-
hydroplaning performance, better handling and 
reduced noise. The EP300 has better tyre deformation 
control and a uniform wear pattern. Available in 32 
different sizes starting from 15- to 18-inches.

Bridgestone
Ecopia EP300

Supersize your braking performance with 
rotor sizes ranging from 356mm to 405mm, 
one can choose between street-oriented 
or high temp track-oriented brake pads. The 
sizes of the pistons are varied to give better 
distribution of the braking load on the pads 
and the rotors and improves the braking feel 
as well as wearing the pad more evenly. Now 
available in an eye-catching fully anodised “metallica red” 
finish with a polished face!

3.APi Racing “Metallica 
Red” Brake Kit

The S-Oil flagship Seven PAO 0W-40 promises good stability, 
easy starts and all-round engine protection. Made with 
Poly Alpha Olefin (PAO), it features low temperature fluidity, 
oxidation stability and thermal stability. The Low-SAPS 
technology (Sulphated Ash, Phosphorus & Sulphur) exceeds 
the requirements from the most demanding post treatment 
devices such as the Catalytic Converter and the DPF (Diesel 
Particulate Filter) found in modern vehicles.

4. S-Oil Seven PAO 
0W-40 Engine Oil

Forge Motorsport 
Intercooler

This front mounting intercooler kit has been designed 
with an efficient core, consisting of a tube and fin 
construction, along with an increase in surface area, 
plus an overall dimensional increase. This improves 
cooling ability and reduction in pressure loss compared 
to stock intercooler.

It’s not hard to ‘OD’ on Owen Developments-
tweaked turbochargers because of the addictively 
seamless response. It’s less about big boost 
numbers and even bigger lag, but more about the 
low-lag characteristics of the brand’s turbochargers. 
Owen Developments offers OE replacements 
(with reworked internals and balanced) and fully 
customisable, plus-size applications.

This high performance gear oil with OWS 
synthetic technology, is for use in passenger cars 
with 4-5 speed transmissions and transaxles. 
Also for the use in gearboxes and auxiliary drives 
in commercial vehicles and motorcycles. Use 
this multigrade oil in place of single grade oils in 
accordance with API GL 4/5 (SOW 80W, 85W-90).

5.
6. OWS Racing Gear 

Extreme SAE 75W-90

A simple yet elegant 5-spoke wheel design 
with a machined finish for those who prefer 
an understated look. Compatible with 
Volkswagen Scirocco and similar models. 
Available in silver, in 18-inch size, PCD 5x112, 
Offset: +35

Advanti
Racing N9922.

Bridgestone Singapore - www.bridgestone.com.sg

BMS Motorsports Pte Ltd - 6483 1810

Monster Tune – 8333 1487

JW Racing Developments - www.jwr-racing.com

OWS - www.ows-germany.com

Gary’s Engineering – 6841 1923

S-Oil - www.s-oil7.com

YHI Singapore - www.yhi.com.sg



Pamper your ride with the latest parts in the market
GIZMOS&GADGETS

The Vuemate DL330A comes with high 
performance camera, SOC and an image 

processor, detecting a driver’s state like 
drowsiness and negligence in keeping 

eyes forward. It monitors the driver’s 
face, eyes and pupils in real-time while 
driving. Users can adjust the sensitivity 

in three steps as well as mute the alarm 
or control the volume in three steps as well.

Working in junction AOD GPS Tracking 
hardware, this allows you to control 
your car from anywhere in the 
world with your iOS or Android 
smartphone. Only requiring GSM 
reception, there is no monthly 
fee or servers required. It can 
locate your vehicle, remotely arm/
disarm, start/top the engine, lock/unlock 
doors, monitor visited destinations, remotely 
immobilize car engine as well as notification 
for speeding alerts

These twin tube gas shock absorbers, struts and 
cartridges. Patented valving plus pressurized 
nitrogen gas account for riding comfort and, 
at the same time, dramatically reduce the 
aeration or foaming that commonly occur in 
shock absorber and cause its performance to 
start fading, even after only a few minutes 
in operation.  It restores OE performance 
with three stage dual valving, teflon 
coated piston valve and hard chromed 

rods for smooth performance. These are also 
exclusively made for the Singapore’s road conditions!

The LGD521 is a sleek dashcam with built-in 
WLAN and App. The front camera features 1080p 
resolution with 130° viewing angle. The rear 
camera does 720p and has a 120° coverage. It 
has a low voltage power cut, and supports up 
to 128GB cards. It is equipped with a triple axis 
G-sensor for shock sensing. An external GPS can 
be added for speed as well as location recording.

A new service provided at ACMA. It consists of a 
three-step process which starts with the Oil Primer 
Super Booster, which cleans engines, manual gear 
boxes and differentials. Next, an Oil Extra Super 
Booster enriches the engine’s lubricating oil by 
further reducing friction and neutralising crankcase 
acids. Finally, the Tank Otto Super Booster 
treatment removes deposits from the fuel system.

A stock e-throttle system is designed 
for a smoothness and fuel economy 
while Sprint Booster makes your car 
more “fun” to drive by modifying the 
throttle curve in the low to mid rpm 
range where cars spend a majority of 
their time. As a result, your car will feel 
peppier and more powerful.

VueMate 
DL330A

KYB
Excel-G

AOD Smartphone
Tracking & Security System 2.

LG
LGD521

1.

3. Sprint
Booster4.

8.7.

Lambda
Spa6.5.

OWS
Radiator Flush

The OWS radiator flush will clean away all rust and lime 
deposits, as well as oil, sludge and grease impurities in the 
cooling system. Restoring the full efficiency of the engine’s 
cooling system is as easy as pouring it in before a coolant 
change! It is 100% safe for all materials including plastics, 
metals and rubber that one may find in the cooling system. It 
contains no agressive acids and lye.

This spray by Zymol promises a brilliant wet look 
shine upon application on both dark and light 
paintwork. The organic-based polymers help to 
supply water repellency too, so essentially this 
doubles up as a deterrent and prevent water spots 
during heavy downpour. A simple spray and wipe 
with this product would do the job!

Zymol
Spray Glaze
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Mcwell Ventures - 6844 4640

DHM Otomotive Werkz - 8368 3272

Autopia - 6560 2451

Stamford Tyres – 6262 3355

ACMA Engineering Works & Trading - 67107654

OWS - www.ows-germany.com

Fong Kim Exhaust System Pte Ltd – 6844 4281

Wow! Gadgets - 6100 9691



Forging stronger partnerships
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Vehicle growth may hit zero soon, but it won’t faze 
Bridgestone Tyre Sales Singapore Pte Ltd from 
growing stronger bonds with their dealers, by 

hosting their annual Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) ceremony. The MOU ceremony signifies the 
strong partnership of the key family channel dealers 
with Bridgestone. 

28 dealers attended the MOU ceremony at the Shangri-
la Rasa Sentosa Resort. The MOU aims to expand 
Bridgestone’s authorised dealer coverage across 
Singapore and also, improve customer convenience.

Mr. Michael Tan, Managing Director of Bridgestone Tyre 
Sales Singapore, thanked the dealers for their support, 

and updated them on Bridgestone’s recent activities, 
as well as its plans for the future in a speech to all the 
dealers present. He also briefly touched on the subject 
of Singapore’s vehicle population numbers and how it 
would affect the industry as a whole.

To commemorate the occasion, each family channel 
dealer was presented with a Certificate of Authorised 
Dealer, before adjourning for an evening of 
gastronomical joy.

Bridgestone Tyre Sales Singapore Pte., Ltd also 
presented a cheque of $34,190.50 to the Breast Cancer 
Foundation that evening, which it raised as part of 
its Pink Valve Cap Donation Drive Campaign. The 

campaign was also supported by other charity efforts 
by Bridgestone Tyre Sales Singapore.

Dealers and their families were treated to delicious BBQ, 
buffet and drinks, as well as being entertained with live 
performances. Bridgestone representatives were seated 
at every table and were ready to handle questions or 
hear out concerns from the dealers.

Bridgestone Tyre Sales Singapore Pte. Ltd. was officially 
registered for business in 2001. It is 100% owned 
by Bridgestone Asia Pacific Pte. Ltd. and handles 
distribution of Bridgestone brands for trucks, buses, 
light trucks, vans, passenger cars, forklifts, farm services, 
motorcycles and racing karts.

B-Select Beng Heng Tyres Batteries Pte Ltd
B-Select CLH Tyres Trading
B-Select South East Tyre Co
B-Select Aik Koon Tyre & Battery Co Pte Ltd
C & Y Auto
Chen Jin Trading
Ghee Hin Leong Tyre Co
H Tyre Pte Ltd
Hock Cheong Automec Pte.Ltd.
Hurry Tyre & Battery (1998)
L S Tyres & Automotive Pte Ltd
Lee Beng Tyre & Battery Co
Sum Soon Tyres & Battery Service
Tong Hin & Co

TS Auto Accessories & Trading
Yap Brothers Motorsports Pte Ltd
Khai Wah Battery & Tyre Pte Ltd
CH Neo Trading
Eng Huat Industries Pte Ltd
Freewe Pte Ltd
Gateway- Riken Tires Pte Ltd
Hwa Kong Trading Co Pte Ltd
Sin Chuan Hin & Co
Sin Kian Hin & Co
Sin Kian Hin Tyre
Tee Guan Tyre & Battery Co Pte Ltd
Teh Guan Trading Pte Ltd
Tom’s Tyre Pte Ltd

Authorised Bridgestone Dealers at the MOU were

BRIDGESTONE
MOU CEREMONY
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Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution 9

ENGINE

UNDERCARRIAGE

INTERIOR

EXTERIOR

Rebuilt engine
Rebuilt 25g turbo
HKS blow off valve
RC 1000cc injectors
2 oil coolers
Stock exhaust
Stock exhaust manifold 
Carbon 1 full piece carbon fiber drive shaft 
Enlarged throttle body
Aftermarket enlarge intake manifold 
Aem standalone control unit 
Walbro fuel pump

Tein Street Flex coilovers
AP Racing brake Front 6 pot Rear 4 pot
Carbotech brake pads
Competition clutch stage 3 
Competition series lightweight flywheel
Strengthened gearbox spur gears 
Wheel Rota 17”
Tyre Ad08 245 45 17

Defi gauges
Defi Heads up display
Carbon interior dash trim 
Carbon all doors panel trim 
Personal Nardi steering wheel 

Wide body 
Carbon bonnet 
Carbon wide front fender 
Carbon canard 
Front splitter 
Carbon varis boot 
Carbon voltec type 5 spoiler 
Carbon spoiler stand 
Headlight blackout

HandlingEngine Aerodynamics Cockpit 
Dressup

Uniqueness

7 8 7 8 8
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BLUESQUADRON
Sometimes, the greatest legends no longer exist. Introduced in Japan in 

1992 as a homologation special, the Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution was 
family sedan which was stuffed with an angry two litre turbocharged 
and four-wheel-drive system.

The IX is the last definitive Evo in the eyes of many purists, the end of a legacy 
which saw Mitsubishi winning multiple rally championships. The IX is frantic, 
raw, and noisy. It has a huge intercooler and a big wing. It caused people to 
flame each other on the internet. It also spawned articles like “Ten reasons why 
the Evo is better than the WRX”.

No matter which side you’re on, both cars were the dream of many, since it 
placed supercar levels of performance onto the street. Some say, Subaru won 
because they still make the WRX. But without a direct competitor, it also has 
changed. You can buy a WRX with a CVT automatic gearbox, but would you?

With most IX’s crossing the ten year mark, those who hang on to these 
gems have opted to go mild on their modifications for the sake of longevity. 
Rebuilding the engine and turbo, mild modifications were done on the intake 
and fuel delivery to make the stock engine perform at its best. Besides, JDM Evo 
XI’s were restricted in Japan, while the UK-spec Evo XI FQ 340. That is roughly 
340 horsepower - plenty for a very stock machine. 

Until a dyno is done, we’ll never know if the blow off valve, bigger fuel flow, 
enlarged intake and throttle body will vastly increase the power. As featured, the 
car was undergoing a full retune on the AEM standalone engine management. 
So, instead of insane HP gains, a lot more focus was to keep the engine alive and 
well with not one, but two oil coolers (because two is more than one, yes?)

It is proven that Evos can be crazy amounts of power from a little block. 
However, the owner values responsiveness than having to deal with the heavy, 
lumpy “high-end” power. Peek under it, and the only interesting thing you’ll find 
in the middle, are the carbon fiber centre drive shafts - almost unheard of here.

The most obvious suspension mods are the Tein coilovers, bigger brakes 
squished inside the 17-inch wheels. Invisible additions? High temperature 
brake pads, stage three competition clutch, lightweight flywheel and spur gears 
designed to take a beating.  Once again, the performance favourite Yokohama 
AD08R handles the duties of putting every drop of horsepower onto the road.

It is funny how this shade of blue blends in perfectly with the rest of the blue 
cars on the streets of Singapore, but what you won’t miss is the uniquely wide 
body kit on this Evo IX. 
The high carbon fibre diet helps to shed weight on both ends of the car and 
make it swole. A small but nice touch are the “blackout” headlights, which we 
found out, was just the tip of his skill as a craftsman. 

With access to a private workshop in Kaki Bukit, he could customize the lighting, 
accessories and bodykits to his liking. Crafting the front lip from raw isn’t a job 
for the regular mechanic, a testament to his attention to detail. It took a while 
for him to work on the bumper areas, wide body, and build a custom center 
spoiler stand for his Voltex Type 5 wing .

If you moaned about how bland an Evo interior is, there are Defi-nately gauges 
and head-up displays set on the backdrop of real carbon fibre dash trims on the 
dashboard panels as well as the door panel insets. For a Personal touch, a Nardi 
steering wheel in the size which he felt suited his Evo perfectly.

Yes, the X is better/SST is quicker. But for him, this car is the result of many years 
of hard work and saving up. Rebelling against the 
status quo, all the work and time he poured 
into crafting his own dream Evo XI, we’re 
sure all the blood, sweat and tears 
were worthwhile. 
Double salute! 

Resist and Rebel

The high carbon fibre
diet helps to shed weight ...



BMW Motorsports is actively involved in championships such as the DTM, the 
IMSA and the WeatherTech SportsCar Championship. In the FIA Formula E 
Championship, BMW i is involved in the series as “Official Vehicle Partner”. BMW 
Motorsport Director Jens Marquardt visited the Asian metropolis, where he 
followed the Formula E action at the “Hong Kong Central Harbourfront Circuit” 
at first hand.

What will be BMW’s vision for e-motorsports? The chattery as it unfolded: 

What was your impression of Hong Kong?
The opening round of the Formula E season, set against the spectacular 
backdrop of Hong Kong, showed that the championship has continued to 
develop and is moving in the right direction. The passion for Formula E is huge 
– among the fans, and among the drivers and teams. 

The continuation of the partnership between BMW i and the series was 
announced in Hong Kong. Furthermore, we and Michael Andretti’s team also 
gathered more valuable experience with regard to BMW joining the series with 
a works commitment in Season 5. The future of Formula E looks very promising.

How is the technical development on the Formula E project going in 
Munich?
The development of the BMW eDrive power unit for Season 5 is running to plan. 
The powertrain has successfully completed its first long runs on the test bench, 
and we are in the middle of the next loop of developments and optimisations. 
For us, Formula E is a technology lab for BMW iNext and other generations of 
BMW i models – with many interfaces between motorsport and production 
development.

These include the shared test benches and facilities for prototype construction. 
The Formula E development team is incorporated in the same department as 
production predevelopment. More than a quarter of the predevelopment team 
is working on the Formula E project. That shows just how intense the transfer of 
technology is.”

Are you able to give us any information regarding the E drive?
It is already interesting to see some figures compared to the production power 
unit: The BMW eDrive system for Formula E is half the weight, but twice as 
powerful – and with twice the engine speed. 

The rpm figures are four times as high as a combustion engine. The engineers 
are really enjoying being able to focus fully on the performance and efficiency 
of the power unit. In doing so, they are also making many new findings for 
production. From a technical point of view, Formula E is a magnificent project.

ELECTRIFYING RACING
BMW Motorsport Director Jens Marquardt
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Did we just shove two WRXes 
into one issue? Yes? Are they 
the same WRX? Technically, yes. 
Are we nuts? Maybe. Besides, 
we did mention that the third 

generation Impreza WRX had two body styles, 
and we shall honour them both.

There are two things that set the hatchback 
third-gen Impreza WRX apart from the 
sedan. One, Ken Block had one. Two, it has an 
automatic option sold here, called the A-line. 
Pardon our obsession with Ken Block. 

And with the hordes of the beefed-up, 
muscular look of the WRX STi edition, this 
super-cleaned and butter-waxed example 
looks more of a show car than a track car. 
Behind that piano black finish, it is hard to 
believe that the owner loves to push his ride 
on trackdays - given the number 
of flying shrapnel in the air. 

Without gutting out the 
entire engine and going 
through the long, arduous 
process of tuning and re-
tuning, one can still improve 
on the factory with some 
bolt on modifications to 
improve the performance. 
Granted, it makes a smaller 
difference, but this car has to 
be comfortable enough to 
keep parents happy and do a 
mind-blowing Sepang lap. It’s 
a very fine line of sacrifice to 
walk on... 

Focusing more on engine 
health than power, many of 
the modification parts focus 
on cooling, airflow as well as 
handling. Comparing this to 
the sedan on the cover, this 
hatch is as docile as a sleeping 
tiger. But it won’t hesitate to 
bite you at any moment. 

With the exhaust burbling 
away, the turbo spools to 
a shriek with the free-flow 
intake. Around the turns, 
Yellowspeed coilovers give it 

knife-edge cornering abilities while providing 
customisable levels of setting adjustments 
with its multi-stage damping. The stock front 
and rear anti-roll bars are replaced with 
thicker ones from Whiteline. Chassis flex is 
kept to a minimum with the addition of Cusco 
power braces and a Whiteline Rear Sway Bar 
Support kit. This allows for precise suspension 
settings to be maintained throughout, which 
also maximizes the performance of the 
Yokohama AD08R rubber

As with all turbocharged rides that run 
much hotter than their naturally aspirated 
counterparts, engine temperature is always 
an issue. Hence, doing a better job of 
keeping internal temperatures stable is the 
job of the thicker aluminium radiator as well 
as the oil cooler.

Putting a number to the heat 
is the Defi ZD meter inside, 
along with the boost on a 
separate gauge. A boost 
controller allows him to switch 
between driving moods, 
but the Bride seats and 
racing harness will be a clear 
reminder to what he really 
wants in life… a lot of fun, joy 
and squealing tyres. 

Exterior mods can be done 
beautifully, here, we find 
the a lot of carbon fiber on 
the front, for good reason - 
weight reduction and hot air 
ventilation. Smaller touches, 
such as the front splitter, grille, 
vents, vortex generator and 
the  twin exhaust guards do 
give this black beauty a mean 
overall look.

The third generation WRX is 
truly a unique machine. With 
the hatchback redefining the 
WRX blood, many have fallen 
in love with its one-of-a-kind 
design that makes one take a 
second glance. Of course, those 
who didn’t like it, could choose 
the sedan. Whatever the choice, 
be one with the force.

F E A T U R E  C A R
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Subaru Impreza WRX

ENGINE

UNDERCARRIAGE

INTERIOR

EXTERIOR

Biltz aluminium radiator
HKS suction reload
HKS oil cooler
Perrin alternator cover
Perrin boost solenoid cover
HKS twin exhaust system
Zerosports top mount intercooler splitter

Yellowspeed fully adjustable coilovers
Whiteline anti roll bars
Cusco front power brace
Whiteline Rear Sway Bar Support kit
Cusco camber arm
Carbing front strut bar with brake stopper
Advan RZ 18x9 with Advan AD08R 245/40/18

Defi ZD
Defi Advance BF boost gauge
Pionner double din HU
Apexi AVCR boost controller
Bride Low Max bucket seats
Takata racing harness

Varis full CF bonnet
Varis CF side skirt
Varis full CF front underlip
Seibon CF front grille
Facelifted 2011 bumper
Chargespeed CF front bumper wide vents
Chargespeed Voltex Generator
Original STi twin exhaust guards

HandlingEngine Aerodynamics Cockpit 
Dressup

Uniqueness

7 7 7 6 8
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In addition to GPS technology, the Garmin Speak utilises Bluetooth 
to communicate with your Android or iOS phone and with your car’s 
audio system. It also uses your phone’s cellular data to bring Amazon’s 
Alexa voice service to your car (although this has yet to be proven 
in the local context), and requires a strong cellular signal in order to 
work properly. But unlike most navigation devices, it doesn’t offer 
visual mapping. The device itself looks like a much smaller version 
of the Amazon Echo Dot. It has a cylindrical shape and measures 
1.4 inches in diameter and 1.4 inches in depth. On its face are a 
microphone and a 0.68-by-0.38-inch display with 114-by-64-pixel 
resolution. It uses text and various directional arrows to show route 
information such as the distance to the next turn and which way to 
turn. Voice-guided driving directions accompany the visuals, but you 
don’t get any maps or touch-screen functionality like you do with 
most GPS devices. If Amazon’s Alexa makes it to our shores with more 
support, this could very well be your mobile driving companion, as 
it lets you play songs from your Amazon music library through your 
car’s audio system and will even control Alexa-enabled devices in 
your home. It offers on-the-fly routing using voice commands, gives 
you verbal turn-by-turn directions, and uses a small display and a 
light ring that tells you when to turn and when you’ve arrived at your 
destination. Smart!

According to Business Insider, Bose is the 2017 Car Audio System of the 
Year. Massachusetts-based Bose has been around for over 50 years and 
Business Insider claims they are a legend in audio. It is also no stranger 
to bringing music into cars, having been in that business since the 
1960s. Critics enjoyed Bose audio in a very wide range of vehicles and 
have, in particular, been impressed by the Panaray bespoke system that 
the company created.

No scientific process or even an elaborate methodology for this award 
were used. However, a sample of the full range of car audio systems 
over the course of testing about 70 vehicles in 2017 were donducted. 
Critics claimed that the old AM/FM-two-speaker arrangements of 
yesteryear are long gone. And even the most basic vehicles frequently 
offer Bluetooth integration, AUX ports, satellite radio, and multi-speaker 
soundstages, complete with powerful amplifiers, carefully tuned 
speakers, and subwoofers. Do you think Bose deserved the crown?

With a reputation of being fun to drive and advanced technology, 
the Eclipse sports car was one of Mitsubishi’s best-selling and iconic 
vehicles ever. Now, the Eclipse moniker is making a comeback with the 
same reputation for driving dynamics and technology in the form of 
a CUV, the all-new 2018 Eclipse Cross. The Eclipse Cross is a fusion of 
sharp coupe looks and dynamic SUV mobility with signature Mitsubishi 
styling, technology and driving confidence.
A compact CUV, the Eclipse Cross will join the Outlander Sport 
and Outlander to form a formidable CUV lineup for Mitsubishi. The 
Eclipse Cross contains many all-new features including a 1.5-liter 
direct-injection turbo-engine, dual-pane, power-sliding panoramic 
roof, 7-inch smartphone link thin display audio with touchpad 
controller, Head-Up Display (HUD), heated rear seats and the launch of 
MITSUBISHI CONNECT. We’ve never heard of that much tech (especially 
ICE) in a Mitsubishi before, and it’s certainly something to look forward 
to when it lands on our shores!

Information adapted from www.businessinsider.com

Information adapted from www.pcmag.com

GARMIN SPEAK

BOSE MODE

TECHED-OUT MITSUBISHI
2018 ECLIPSE CROSS



Honda’s Shuttle, in our opinion, ticks most 
of the boxes as far as family haulers are 
concerned. Families that find the Honda 
Fit a tad too compact but wants the 

functionality of a hatchback will tend to opt for 
station wagons, and the Honda Shuttle satiates 
this need that allows a family to literally “shuttle” 
from point A to B without fuss. We are massive fans 
of wagons for the above reason, but drivers might 
have differing wants and needs that also require 
plus-sized cabin space - audiophiles included!

Ken Ho’s Honda Shuttle is fully decked out with 
in-car entertainment (ICE) components. But before 
we get down to the details, it is worth noting that 
the Shuttle is much more than a “stretched” Fit. 
Apart from a different front fascia, it also comes 
with chrome roof rails and a sleeker, less “busy” 
rear end than the Fit. These modern touches 
endow it with appealing aesthetics, and it comes 

as no surprise that owners like Ken proceeds to 
pamper it with a top notch ICE system as well!

It is also worth noting that Ken himself is a long 
time car audio installer, who partially owns King’s 
Way Sound Garage. Ken has more than 20 years 
of in-car entertainment experience under his 
belt, and is a veteran in the car audio competition 
scene. He has won countless EMMA competitions, 
too. We are certainly privileged to feature Ken’s 
ride, who is also an EMMA-certified judge for the 
last 10 years.

The mobile media project on Ken’s Honda Shuttle 
starts with the source unit, a Pioneer AVH-
Z5050BT that controls all the media. It is directly 
connected to a full Italian ICE system, starting 
from the Mosconi DSP 6to8Pro. It is equipped with 
advanced tuning functions like Crossover settings 
and “Time Alignment”. 

Mosconi D2 Series amplifiers are used to power 
the system. The D2 100.4 is utilised to fire the high 
and midrange, and two units of D2 150.2 pumps 
the midbass and subwoofer. The experience is 
truly breathtaking and unique, given that Ken has 
chosen a primarily Italian-made setup to power 
this ICE project.

Clean-cut, we approve! 

Customised A pillars mounted to perfection

Optimising boot space with a well sorted custom build

Sublime vocal delivery on demand!
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Ken has more than 20 years 
of in-car entertainment 
experience under his belt, 
and is a veteran in the car 
audio competition scene
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Unassuming, but lethal in the vocals department!

The front speakers are from Gladen. This German brand boasts 
a long, successful history. Mr Henning Gladen, the late founder 
of the company, was a dedicated and passionate audiophile. 
This set of “Aerospace” speakers features an all-new “basket” 
design, with the structure and material using all of the best 
available technologies.

The 3-way system’s tweeter and midrange sits in a custom 
made A pillar, and the midbass sits in the original door panel 
position. The Zero Pro 10 subwoofer sits in a custom sealed 
enclosure, made in Germany with the finest material.

The signal cables use Micro Precision’s speaker and RCA cable, 
which is also made in Germany. Stringing these products 
together yield one of the best signal paths in the business, 
without any compromise on quality.

We were not surprised by the results, given that Ken knows 
his ICE products extremely well. A simple listen was more than 
sufficient to understand the intricate level of details placed to 
ensure every portion of the sound spectrum is attended to. 
Tonal accuracy is spot on - the highs, mids and lows supplying 
precise sound right from the get go. Of worthy mention will be 
the bass that seems unfazed with any amount of “stress” placed 
- no hints of distortion were noticed at any point, which is 
crucial for such a well-sorted mobile media machine. It is safe to 
say that we’re pretty impressed with our final ICE car feature for 
2017 - we can’t wait to dive deep into more projects next year!
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Gladen ZERO PRO 10
Gladen Aerospace

165.3 Active

MOSCONI DSP 6to8 PRO

PIONEER AVH-Z5050BT

MOSCONI D2 100.4 MOSCONI D2 150.2 MOSCONI D2 150.2



Pioneer Electronics Asia Centre has announced its 
latest 2018 audio receivers, with 13 models, led 
by the top-of-the-line DEH-S5050BT CD receiver. 
Completing the CD receiver family are the 1-DIN 
DEH-S4050BT, DEH-S2050UI, DEH-1053UB, DEH-
S1052UB, DEH-S1050UB, as well as the DXT-S1069UB 
and DXT-S106UB bundled with speakers; and the 
2-DIN FH-S705BT, 200mm FH-S506BT, and FH-S505BT. 
Pioneer has lined up the MVH-S305BT, and MVH-
S105UI digital media receivers too.  

“Pioneer, as a trusted brand, has been a household 
name when it comes to car audio. We are truly 
passionate about sound and have a strong heritage 
of innovation. By applying the technologies and 
expertise Pioneer accumulated over the years, we are 
able to further refine the audio experience in the in-car 
environment,” said Mr. Takao Chiba, Deputy General 
Manager of Business Planning and Marketing Division, 
Pioneer Electronics Asia Centre. “With our 2018 CD and 
multimedia receivers, we are making more powerful 
sound and seamless smartphone connectivity 
accessible even for budget-conscious car owners.”

Pioneer Electronics Asia Centre, has launched its 
latest speakers for 2018, led by the flagship Z series 
and premium D series. Pioneer claims that the TS-
Z65CH, TS-Z65C, TS-Z65F, TS-D65C, TS-D69C, TS-D65F 
and TS-D69F will create a new benchmark in music 
fidelity and installation flexibility, leveraging the finest 
materials, smart design and hi-res audio innovations. 
Both series of speakers will be available exclusively 
through select Pioneer dealers to further ensure the 
best service and installation.

To celebrate this new milestone, Pioneer will also be 
kicking off its latest “Bold in the Details” campaign, 
following the successful “Feel the Details” campaign 
last year. Both are conceived, and produced by Ugly 
Duckling Projects Singapore. While “Feel the Details” 
drew a parallel between life’s beautiful details and 
Pioneer’s big and beautifully intricate sound, “Bold 
in the Details” brings to life the new Z series’ hi-res 
speakers designed to elevate our sensory experience 
even further – subtle notes become bolder and music 
feels richer as we are transported emotionally, turning 
an ordinary journey into an extraordinary one.

PIONEER’S NEW
AUDIO RECEIVERS

NEW PIONEER Z &
D SERIES SPEAKERS
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EMMA Asia Finals 2017 Event Report
TEXT TEAM REV PHOTO EMMA SINGAPORE

The EMMA Asia finals 2017 can be argued as one of the most highly anticipated events in the 
in-car entertainment (ICE) calendar, given that the best sounding vehicles in the industry had an 
opportunity to pitch their prized possessions against fellow mobile media enthusiasts. The event 
held in Jakarta just came to a conclusion, ending almost two months worth of competition spread 

over eight countries, 10 stages, and 500 competitors. No doubt this became the largest multinational car 
media competition in history, and we are proud to be part of this historical moment!

Many industry professionals participated in various meetings throughout the final stage in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, with Silent Coat and Ground Zero holding international dealer conferences at the Mercure 
Hotel in Alam Sutera, Jakarta. It is peripheral events like these that help to foster friendships, as well as to 
provide strong fundamentals for knowledge sharing and transfer.

This time round, international visitors also attended this year’s EMMA Asia finals, with some coming from 
as far as South America, South Africa, and Europe. This speaks volumes of the level of appreciation given to 
participants’ rides, which can arguably be up against the very best even when placed on the global stage!

The 2017 EMMA Asia finals would not have been possible without the support of major sponsors - Silent 
Coat and Ground Zero, as well as Audible Physics, Audison, Focal, Genesis and Hivi. Watch this space as we 
open a new string of events in 2018!

[For more information and results, visit www.emmanet.com]

JAKARTA GEMS
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Devil is in the details...

Filled to the brim

Ground Zero represent!

Pink panther

Minimalist approach works well too!

Making full use of spcace

Making full use of spcace

The louder,
the better!
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Break dancing for added visual flair

Break dancing for added visual flair Awaiting their respective owners! All smiles!

Quirky and fun! Skeletal magic, we approve! Well-deserved!

Focal charm
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CELLINK NEO
POWER IT SMARTLY

Every vehicle today has at least one battery. Most 
of the battery’s energy is used to start the engine 
and run electrical system such as the lights 
and air conditioning. It also serves as a voltage 

stabilizer to reduce spikes in current supply once the 
alternator takes over the electrical production.

Dash cams are the must-have car accessory, be it for 
driving or keeping an eye out when the car is parked. 
For example: A Blackvue dash cam would need to 
tap on the car’s battery to enable the “Parking Mode”. 
However, frequent discharging of the vehicle’s battery 
during parking mode will affect the battery life and 
performance. There is also a risk that the battery may 
get too weak to start the vehicle.

For vehicles with sensitive electronics, a powerful 
solution can be had with the new Cellink Neo accessory 
power battery. Without relying on the car’s battery 
to operate, the Cellink Neo ensures that the vehicle’s 
original battery service life is prolonged. 

The power-dense 76.8Wh LiFePO4 battery technology 
can power a dash cam for up to 48 hours in parking 
mode. With a compact aluminium body, the Cellink Neo 
can installed in a hidden location in the vehicle without 
worry about heat generation. For those who demand 
battery information, the Cellink Neo has Bluetooth 
connectivity and Smartphone App capability built right 
in, for instant updates about the battery’s status.

With the Cellink app running on a smartphone, owners 
can check out the charging time, usable time and access 
to the settings. When wired to the car directly, it can be 
fully charged in 40 minutes, which is roughly the average 
commuting time in Singapore! The app is able to show 

the battery capacity in percentage, battery condition (for 
charging / discharging state), the time spent on charging 
/ discharging, internal temperature as well as the  input / 
output voltage and current reading.

The new Cellink Neo can support a traditional cigar 
jack power connection should your vehicle require that 
installation. You can have a peace of mind when using 
the “Parking Mode” feature without worrying about 
potential complications. Without needing complicated 
modifications to the fuse box, this also preserves the 
new vehicle warranty by local distributors. Using the 
Cellink Neo in place of a direct vehicle power, can also 
eliminate the “battery discharge error” warning signals 
for continental makes and models!

Wow! Gadgets - 6100 9691, www.wowgadgets.com.sg
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What is this?
Turbo, 2.0-litre car making almost 190hp may 
sound boring especially when you consider that 
the Type R makes 320bhp. Well, this is essentially an 
electric car, which has been given a petrol engine 
to make it run faster. Or, a petrol car that has been 
given a full electric drivetrain to save the polar 
bears. We like to lean on the latter. 

Why? 
Unlike a pure EV, BMW gave the 330e a relatively 
tiny battery. If you’re unfortunate enough to get 
stuck in some really bad traffic, 30 km is the range 
you can eke out from the battery pack which is 
installed under the boot floor. It probably will do 
50km if you don’t get stuck in a PIE jam.

I’ll buy a Tesla then, bye!
Until you can fill up an EV in 5 minutes, sorry, petrol 
will be here to stay. Funny how the Japanese saw 
this coming from years ago when they were push-
ing the hybrids instead of going the German way of 
turbocharging  back then. Suddenly, all the German 
brands are going big on volts. And if you run out of 
electricity, there is always good old dead dinosaur 
soup to keep you going just a bit longer. 

How do I charge this then?
Simple, drive up to a fuel station and fill it. Get 
home, or to a place with a charging point, and top 
up the battery. BMW will do the talking with your 
property’s management to get a wallbox installed 

for charging. Sadly, the other 3-pin wall plug option 
isn’t approved for use here, yet. Good news if you’re 
the property manager, bad news if you “lease” a 
shoebox flat. Fortunately, with the proliferation of 
EVs, it shouldn’t be hard to find a charging point at 
your workplace soon.

A car ahead of its time then...
Electrical cars are inherently more efficient at turn-
ing power into motion, that is a given, 132 minutes, 
and you’re ready to save the ice caps from melting 
as you silently glide past the unsuspecting crowd 
around you. Chances are they will wager a bet that 
you won’t use your turn signals because of the 
brand. That is the whole fun point of this car. 

For starters, you won’t be mistaken for a taxi or a 
private hire driver. And unless someone really looks 
hard enough, there is very little to distinguish this 
from a regular 3-series. Apart from some blue trim 
pieces, i-badging, and the blue-ish grill, the extra 
flap for you to plug in the charging cable is the big-
gest sign that this is no regular Bimmer.

Drives well then?
Engine and motor combine for good poke, but 
adding the batteries and motor does mean it’s a 
tad of a pork to drive. It is still very BMW, with good 
poise, and fluidity over bumps and turns, and it 
can get eerily quiet in the cabin especially on nice 
smooth roads, where the dull roar of the tyres will 
be the only thing you hear at 80km/h.

Point is, this drives just like the car it is based on. 
There is even a traditional gear knob with manual 
override through the stick, or wheel-mounted pad-
dles. You open the boot, it looks spacious, and we 
could cram ourselves into it, despite it being a bit 
shallower than the 320i.

The whole point of this car is still efficiency. Our 
first 50 km, from the office to the shops and back 
home, we clocked about 2 litres / 100km. Fortu-
nately, we could test the doomsday scenario. What 
if the battery was flat and you had to drive it like 
a normal car? 8.2L/100km by the time we hit the 
200km mark. Slightly better, but not amazing. 

Should you get this?
Definitely this. Don’t forget that our world is still 
built around the traditional petrol car, and the infra-
structure is still very much about petrol and what-
nots. This car, even if it’s not a brilliant example of 
the future, is still challenged by your driving habits, 
and of course, if you have somewhere to charge it.

Ask yourself these questions: Do you want to wake 
up and go somewhere, hoping that the car has 
enough range to get you there? Do you want a car 
that looks like a bloated goldfish and drives like 
one? If your answer is yes, then this car is not meant 
for you. It however, is a brilliant stop-gap solution 
to a widespread EV adoption, by fitting in the con-
straints of today. Not bad after all, we think.

ENGINE
POWER
TORQUE
TRANSMISSION
0-100km/h
Top Speed
Fuel Consumption
CO2
Price
Availability

1,998cc, 16V, turbocharged inline-4
184hp / 5,000-6,500rpm
290Nm / 1,350-4,250rpm
8-speed automatic
6.1s
250km/h
5.2L/100km (Or 0L if you wing it well)
121g/km (Or less)
S$219,800
Now (www.bmw.com.sg)

BMW 330e iPerformance

PLUG
AND 
PLAY

Hybrid with a fun twist
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As fast as today’s supercars?
Well yes, trickle-down effect of high automotive 
technology to a more realistic, ownable stage is a 
very real thing. Cars like the Audi RS 3 Sedan are 
concrete proof of that. 

Wait, it’s not a Sportback... 
This latest four-door model is a facelift with some 
major improvements, not to mention that this is 
the very first sedan variant of the RS 3 to appear. It 
has similar ‘RS’ treatment to its hatchback brother, 
including amongst other things: widened tracks, 
bespoke chassis improvements and a weapons-
grade engine.

You like?
We admit to not being entirely convinced about 
the styling, the short proportions of the A3 base, 
such as the bonnet, work less well with the RS im-
age. To our mind, it looks a bit like a midget circus 
strongman. But there’s undoubted quality to the 
execution, from the ‘quattro’ badge to the blacked-
out sports exhaust, and in any case, image falls by 
the wayside once you drive it in anger. 

Give me powers. 
The not-so-photogenic bonnet hides a major im-

provement: Audi’s five-cylinder, 2.8-litre engine has 
always been a gem, combining big, excellently-
delivered power with a soundtrack gives any inline 
four aural envy. But Audi’s improved it now, with 
an all-aluminum block replacing iron, so it shaves a 
huge 26kg from a key engineering point in the car. 
It also makes 23hp more for exactly 400hp. 

While 367hp from before was no small beans, it’s a 
full 400hp in a car that weighs just 1,590kg with a 
driver, and is also equipped with Audi’s latest, fast-
acting Haldex-made all-wheel drive system. 

Sounds fast?
The active sport exhaust system is standard on the 
RS 3 Sedan, at low revs it doesn’t sound particularly 
distinguished, but anything above 3,000rpm and 
you realise what you have on your hands. It retains 
an angry, uneven tone (thanks to its staggered 
firing order) that brings to mind a colossal, unbal-
anced chainsaw, and of course, backfiring off hard 
acceleration is standard. After the R8’s naturally-
aspirated V10, this is probably the best RS engine 
of the lot. 

How bad is it in a jam?
Bumbling along at an Orchard Road Crawl, it’s also 

surprisingly cultured. You don’t feel it urging you 
along to go quick all the time - unless the five-
cylinder tone is fresh in your memory and you’re 
jonesing for more - and the single-rate suspension 
is sporty, sometimes jiggly, but with a soft enough 
edge for commuting and daily driving. 

It’s the litheness of the car that makes it shine, re-
ally. You feel far more comfortable taking liberties 
with it than a bigger, heavier RS (or any German 
hi-perf car), and it’s even sharper and pointier than 
many of them because it’s lost 26kg from the nose. 

Price matters... 
For the price, just over $306,300 with COE, you 
could have an S4, which is slower, doesn’t sound 
as good and less fun to hoon. Additionally the RS 
3 Sedan probably can, and will, harass supercars 
even on big, open tracks.

The sort of performance on tap here is more than 
enough to make larger, ostensibly faster machines 
in the same vein irrelevant. Indeed you could say 
that about the previous RS 3, and the current RS 3’s 
competitors too. But it’s the preservation of a light, 
compact driving experience - albeit one with head-
rushing power - that makes the RS 3 Sedan sparkle.

ENGINE
POWER
TORQUE
TRANSMISSION
0-100km/h
Top Speed
Fuel Consumption
CO2
Price
Availability

2,480cc, 20V, inline-5
400hp / 5,850-7,000rpm
480Nm / 1,700-5,850rpm
7-speed Dual clutch
4.1s
250km/h
8.4L/100km
190g/km
S$306,300 w/COE
Now (www.audi.com.sg)

Audi RS 3 Sedan 

3SR IDUA
The world goes backwards violently
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But why?
Diesels, still looked at with suspicion in a car, still leaves many Singaporean buyers 
cold, while the 340hp supercharged V6 was, on the other hand, just a little too hot 
for some in both price and performance. In that sense, the new 2.0-litre gasoline ‘In-
genium’ engine - the latest JLR group drivetrain tech - is now the Goldilocks engine. 
With 250hp on board, it’s just about right in terms of output, and this variant, the R 
Sport, is $1k cheaper than its diesel counterpart. 

Faster than ze Germans? 
The new Audi Q5, the soon-to-arrive BMW X3 - although the X4 with its coupe-
esque lines might be a closer match, the new Volvo XC60, and the Mercedes-Benz 
GLC, and/or GLC Coupe. The GLC itself has the matching GLC 250 model, but also an 
even lesser, and likely more popular, GLC 200. 

The F-Pace’s Ingenium engine’s up there with the key competition: It delivers a hefty 
amount of power and more torque than most of the rivals, 365Nm versus 350Nm, 
close to the Audi Q5’s class-leading 370Nm. Not that you’d notice, the Jaguar’s rapid 
enough and deceptively refined, so you’ll gain more speed than you thought. 

The familiar ZF eight-speeder does duty and shifts power to the rear wheels only, 
unlike the all-wheel drive V6, which also accounts partially for the 110kg weight 
saving over that model. As a result, the 2.0’s very agile and fun to drive on most 
road conditions. 

And in Brit tradition...
The only fur on your tongue here is that it doesn’t do bumps well, as mid-corner 
lumps tend to throw it off a little, and bigger imperfections make the car squat. As 

far as sporty luxury SUVs go, it’s not the worst offender, this aspect along with the 
occasional random lurch from the gearbox, disturb the veneer of calm somewhat. 

The R-Sport model comes with adjustable dynamics - you can mess around with the 
steering, engine and transmission response, and there are regular driving modes to 
use too, though adaptive suspension is a conspicuous absence at this price range. 

Very practical then?
While the car’s still heavy on smart looks, there’s plenty of space on the inside and 
the massive 650-litre boot, and it comes with a full complement of the usual equip-
ment including a nav-packing infotainment system.  

For those who opt for the smallest price tag, the 2.0 Prestige offers a further $13k 
saving, where you lose the sunroof, the drive modes, and the perforated leather 
seats. 
That probably represents better value for most buyers, unless one simply has to 
have the R Sport trappings, as we can’t see it behaving much differently in terms of 
actual driving. 

At the end of the day though, that might be exactly what many buyers want. 
Spiritually the closest related car would be the new Range Rover Velar, which uses 
the same drivetrain and platform, though it didn’t impress us very much in 3.0 V6 
guise, so presumably those who buy the car do so on the basis of its looks alone. In 
comparison, the Jaguar doesn’t have as many compromises, and still looks a lithe 
enough beast, so buyers who’ve always wanted to get with the pace, but needed a 
2.0 gasoline engine, can now do it in peace.

ENGINE
POWER
TORQUE
TRANSMISSION
0-100km/h
Top Speed
Fuel Consumption
CO2
Price
Availability

1,997cc, 16V, turbocharged inline-4
250hp / 5,500rpm
365Nm / 1,200-4,500rpm
8-speed auto
6.8s
217km/h
7.1L/100km
163g/km
S$266,999
Now (www.jaguar.com.sg)

Jaguar F-Pace 2.0 R-Sport 

TAME CAT
F-Pace, modest gas-
oline engine, hmm. 
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Blue

By some
measures, The

Sky is
DEF-initely TEXT KRADO LOW PHOTOS MANUFACTURERS
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New technologies to meet stricter regulations.

Singapore’s air quality is terrible - twice the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) 
guideline limits, according to a report in the Guardian UK on global air pollution. 
In response, the government in Singapore has introduced the new Euro VI stand-
ards which came into effect in September 2017, and with them, petrol vehicles 
that didn’t meet the standards were dropped from sale.

Euro VI emission standards for diesel vehicles will be mandated from 1 January 
2018, and commercial vehicles must comply with Euro VI emission standards in 
order to be eligible for incentives under the Early Turnover Scheme (ETS).

Euro VI emissions regulations focus on reducing harmful gases being emitted 
by vehicles, with nitrogen oxide emissions from diesel cars hitting the head-
lines in particular.

Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) is one of the many technologies developed 
for vehicle use to ensure that they meet the new Euro VI standards. Diesel 
Exhaust Fluid (DEF), also known as “AdBlue”, is injected into the SCR catalyst to 
break down soot and unburnt fuel into harmless water and nitrogen. 

The name “AdBlue” has been trademarked by Germany’s Association of the Auto-
motive Industry and is a marketing term for DEF. The liquid is 32.5 percent urea 
and 67.5 percent deionized water. It is standardised as AUS 32 (aqueous urea 
solution) in ISO 22241. 

If you’re planning to buy a new diesel vehicle, chances are it comes with SCR 
technology. It won’t be advertised, but many manufacturers give a clue in the 
name, such as: BlueHDi, BlueTEC and BlueInjection.

Without DEF, most modern diesel-engined vehicles will refuse to start, or will 
work in a low-power regime called “limp mode.” Drivers will be notified in 
advance that the DEF level is low and that a refill is required. While manufactur-
ers will gladly refill the DEF tank for you, you can easily do it yourself and save 
money as well. 

Some manufacturers have a special DEF filler nozzle to prevent spills. One 

example of DEF manufacturers which has a solution is Blue Sky DEF. Their DEF 
containers feature an exclusive patented nozzle, with a breathing valve that 
ensures efficient, continuous pour, non-glugging and rapid dispensing. This self-
venting dispensing spout enables users to have better control and avoid spills 
when filling their tanks - as some vehicles may have the filler hole located inside 
the engine bay.

Prime Blue International which manufactures Blue Sky DEF, has a 24-hour, walk-
in DEF sales point in Singapore, plus an online shop operated by Best Chemical 
Co (S) Pte Ltd. For added convenience, Blue Sky DEF is available at Autobacs for 
those who seek a quick top up.

A vehicle topped up with DEF will be able to operate the after-treatment pro-
cess, which removes oxides of nitrogen from the engine’s exhaust gases. Tiny 
quantities of DEF is injected into the exhaust gas flow ahead of the SCR catalyst. 
The DEF is immediately converted into ammonia on contact with the hot ex-
haust gas, which is absorbed by the SCR catalyst. Nitrogen Oxide and Nitrogen 
Dioxide in the passing exhaust gas are then selectively reduced to harmless 
nitrogen and water vapor in a chemical reaction with ammonia. 

This technology was first widely used in commercial vehicles almost ten years 
ago, and it is now becoming more commonplace in countries adopting new air 
quality standards. To ensure that the SCR system runs correctly, only buy DEF 
that bears the name AdBlue, manufactured according to the ISO 22241 standard.

SCR systems are very sensitive to impurities and DEF concentration, which is 
why you should not dilute it. Using a quality product which has been stored with 
care, and can be dispensed cleanly into your vehicle, will avoid high costs of hav-
ing to replace a damaged catalytic converter down the road, as contaminated 
DEF damage will not be covered under warranty. Blue Sky DEF is the only API 
(American Petroleum Institute) certified Adblue available in Singapore.

Bestchem is the exclusive distributor for Blue Sky DEF and other speciality sol-
vents, chemicals and race fuels in Southeast Asia. For more information of Blue 
Sky DEF, please visit www.best-chemical.com.
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Built on passion and love for cars, Supersonic Design and Performance 
aimed at bringing the best to fellow car enthusiasts. The name reflects the 
belief that there is always a long road to success and always having room 

for improvement.

Founded by Shane Ang, who has won countless competitions in both the 
national and international level during his younger days through singing, inline 
speed skating and basketball. His love for 4 wheelers started since he was 
introduced to go karting when he was overseas. He started competing in races 
overseas and joined kart events locally. Soon after, Shane upgraded his sedan to 
a sports car that was similar to race karts, and started tracking.

On 9 December, racers and enthusiasts alike were invited to gather at the 
Changi Cove Hotel to celebrate the grand Supersonic Touge Max Championship 
series together. With the aim of bringing Motorsports closer to everyone thru 
the series, the organizers drew a close to a successful 2017 season and to take a 
chance to thank all the support of all the participants and sponsors.

The venue was laid out to as a Motorsports/Automotive mini-expo. Present 
that evening were: ACMA Engineering Works & Trading Pte Ltd, 8ignition, 
PTune, Elegant Auto Solutions Pte Ltd, Miki Marketing, Universal Wealth 
Group, Carbikes, Autotriz Singapore as well as Simfai Solutions, who had a 
professional professional racing simulator setup at the end of the hall. Those 
interested could participate in the realistic Racing Simulator Challenge before 
the Gala Dinner too.

The event was planned around the awards ceremony for the winners and 

participants of the 2017 Supersonic Touge MAX! Series. It is a time attack series 
hosted at the Melaka International Motorsports Circuit (MIMC) which features 
plenty of tight turns and short sprints to properly max out the driver’s skill and 
car’s mechanical abilities.

With four rounds conducted throughout the year, participants were scored with 
the league points system. At the end of the year, the overall champion will be 
crowned “King of Touge Max!” for each class. 

Bringing the motorsports experience to the masses, the event was well run with 
accurate timing systems, class categorizations and attractive prizes. The four 
rounds were held on 8 January, 9 April, 9 July and 8 October. 

At the event, those present were treated to a hearty dinner before the prize 
presentation. Given the resounding success over the course of two years, 
Supersonic Design and Performance were proud to announce that the series 
would return in 2018, with the first round to be held at the KL Elite Speedway 
a.k.a Shah Alam Circuit on 21 January 2018.

The 2018 season now consists of six rounds instead of four, and it will feature 
both the KL Elite Speedway as well as the MIMC for those itching to unleash 
their beasts on the race track. The KL Elite Speedway, a favourite venue for 
Project SG Racing Crew, is a 990 metre long sprint go kart track that is able to 
accomodate full-sized cars! We can’t wait to attack it.

For more details of the Time Attack series, please visit www.SupersonicDP.com/
TougeMax.

Wrapping up the Supersonic Touge Max Season!
TEXT & PHOTO KRADO LOW

Supersonic

Heroes
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This Christmas season, present your
loved one with the gift of time

Watch
Wonders

If you haven’t decided on the perfect gift for a loved one, 
MAD, the brainiacs behind tweaking popular models 
from Rolex, Cartier and brands as such, isn’t planning on 
making the decision process any easier. With these new 
iterations available, you’ll be spoiled for choice!

Inspired by the iconic camouflage 
pattern of the French Military, the 

40mm MAD Milgauss boasts a matte 
finish, and is customised with MAD’s 

signature black DLC treatment.

Another contender presented in 
a 36mm case is the MAD Datejust 

Kiss timepiece. The watch features a 
similar sandblasted matte finish and 
houses a white customised “kiss” dial, 
making it a perfect accessory for the 

person in your life.

Sandblasted with a matte finish, the 
engraving designs on the 36mm MAD 

Ballon Bleu from Cartier has been 
deeply inspired by historical Russian’s 
Saint Petersburg elegant embroidery 

patterns.

MAD
Milgauss Camouflage

(S$29,800)

MAD
Datejust 36 “Kiss”

(S$23,800)

MAD
Ballon Bleu
(S$35,800)

John Lobb ‘Chapel’

Berluti’s reinterpretation of a one-piece leather 
shoe turns the emblematic three-eyelet lace-up 
design into one with uncompromising style. 
The Démesures – the oldest version of the 
Alessandro series – features an invisible seam 
along the linings and soles for an elegant finish.

Berluti ‘ Alessandro 
Démesure 

www.berluti.com

Supported by the likes of celebrities such 
as David Beckham and The Rolling Stone’s 
Charlie Watts, George Cleverley’s designs 
are a clever way of making a subtle 
impression anywhere. The Westwood’s 
midnight blue calf comes with Chelsea 
Blue pipe-stitching details along its 
leather linings.

George Cleverley
‘Westwood’

www.georgecleverley.com

The bespoke shoe series known for its process 
of 190 steps before completion is a pair that 
has become a necessary luxury. The Chapel is 
crafted from just a single piece of fine leather 
and is further complemented by two parallel 
palladium buckles, and eminently suitable for 
the perfect gentleman.

www.johnlobb.com

Two Feet 
Forward
Do the shoes maketh the man?

If you know anything about dress 
shoes, you’ll probably agree on the 
importance of having a couple of 
quality pairs in the wardrobe. If you 
don’t, there isn’t a better season to 
splurge on these bad boys, especially 
since they make excellent gifts for 
yourself or a partner.
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ASUS ACE

M.A.D WORLD

SHARP SHOT

ASUS has updated its VivoBook S14 laptop with the 
latest 8th-generation Intel processors. The VivoBook 
S14 (S410) boasts a NanoEdge display with thin bezels, 
which has enabled ASUS to fit a 14-inch screen into a 
chassis closer to the size of a 13.3-inch laptop. It also 
comes with a fingerprint sensor integrated with the 
touchpad, so you can secure your device via “Windows 
Hello”. The VivoBook S14 is priced at SGD$1,498 and 
comes with a discrete NVIDIA GeForce MX150 2GB 
graphics card. A larger 42Wh battery should provide a 
more efficient portable experience.

MB&F M.A.D.Gallery welcomes the animated and 
artful compositions of Nils Völker, a German artist 
with a talent for choreographed motion. Nils Völker, a 
Berlin-based artist and creator, excels at transforming 
everyday items from plastic bags to children’s toys 
into artful compositions. Each work is brought to 
life as if it breathes or dances using electronics and 
programming to direct a perfectly choreographed 
performance. Known for large art installations such as 
‘Twelve’ commissioned by the Taipei Fine Arts Museum, 
Völker has downsized his work exclusively for the MB&F 
M.A.D.Gallery, focusing on the minute intricacies of 
motion by expressively using honeycomb elements in 
his “Fuchsia, Orange & Royal Blue” exhibition.

Canon has announced the PowerShot G1 X Mark III, the 
company’s first compact camera to pack an APS-C CMOS 
sensor and a Dual Pixel CMOS AF technology. The third 
model in Canon’s premium PowerShot G1 X series, one 
of the two headline features of the G1 X Mark III is its 
24.2-megapixel APS-C sensor. The Mark III also sports a 
Dual Pixel CMOS AF system, which is the same AF system 
on Canon’s higher-end DSLRs. Other features include a 
vari-angle touch panel, a high-res EVF with 2.36 million 
dots, 1080/60p video capture, and support for Wi-Fi, 
NFC, and Bluetooth Low Energy connectivity.

SMART SONOS
Sonos’ latest smart speaker, the Sonos One, is now available 
in Singapore for SGD$329. The Sonos One forms part of the 
Sonos home sound system and can work seamlessly with 
other Sonos speakers. It can be used as a standalone device, 
and can also be linked up wirelessly with another one for 
stereo sound. The speaker is driven by two “Class D” digital 
amplifiers, one tweeter and one mid-woofer. Other features 
include a six-mic array and an adaptive noise suppression 
algorithm to focus on the right person, as well as to ensure 
Amazon Alexa’s voice service can comprehend your voice 
to perfection! The Sonos One is future-proof in a sense that 
it is compatible with voice control with support for multiple 
voice services such as Google Assistant.

INFINITE X
Look no further if you need serious power for your 
desktop gaming needs. MSI has announced a 
new “Infinite series” desktop PC with the 8th-gen 
Intel Coffee Lake processor. This offers options for 
tempered glass side panels to show off your hardware 
and “Mystic Light” RGB LEDs on the front panel. They 
share a similar multi-chamber chassis design and 
Silent Storm Cooling 3 cooling solution too, although 
MSI refers to the Infinite X’s implementation as Silent 
Storm Cooling 3 Pro. The case is divided into separate 
chambers for the CPU, GPU, and power supply unit, 
so heat output from one component is less likely 
to adversely affect the others. Yes, we agree these 
are highly technical terms. Simply put, you’ll be 
blessed with smooth frame rates regardless of how 
demanding the games are!

4K BEAST

4K home theatre projectors are getting more 
compact, and thankfully, increased competition 
makes them much more affordable too. BenQ has 
announced the CineHome W1700 - a DLP-based 
4K HDR projector priced at SGD$2,499. Features 
include a Texas Instrument 0.47-inch DLP DMD 
chip with a full HD native resolution. It also uses 
fast pixel switching technology to create 8.3 
million on-screen pixels. Brightness is rated at 
2,200 lumens. Under normal use, the lamp can 
last up to 4,000 hours - more than sufficient to last 
for years of non-stop Netflix!

Non-automotive goodness blended into bite-sized bits for your reading pleasure!
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Dreams 
Come True

34th Thailand International Motor Expo
TEXT KRADO LOW PHOTOS VINCE CARLO PHOTOGRAPHY
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Held at the IMPACT Challenger from 30 November to 11 December 

2017, the expo was themed “New Automotive: A dream come true”, a 

nod to the various advances in technology that allow manufacturers 

and consumers to create the perfect dream automobile. 

Kwanchai Pappaspong, President of the 34th Motor Expo, said, “This year’s 

event was a great success. With the support of the cars and motorcycle 

companies, associated equipment suppliers - including both public and 

private sectors as well as visitors. And all media.”

The show even attracted manufacturers to showcase their new concept 

cars. Hyundai brought their N30 Concept, while Mitsubishi Motors brought 

their GT-PHEV plug-in hybrid concept.

Sales of cars from 35 manufacturers this year totaled 39,832 units, an 

increase of 22.9% from the previous year. The top five were: Honda at 6,488 

units, Toyota at 5,456 units, Mazda at 5,015 units, Isuzu at 4,47 units and 

Mercedes-Benz at 2,701 units.

Meanwhile, SUVs accounted for 33.9 percent of the sales, up from last year’s 

25.1 percent. A Thai favourite: Pickup trucks accounted for 17.9 percent, 

down from the 20.3 percent in the previous year. 

Luxury car sales totaled 4,874 units. Total sales of motorcycles at Bike & Ride 

totaled 7,711 units. This year’s attendance was at 1,360,605, an increase of 

14.2 percent over the 2016 show.

Visitors could engage in various activities at the show, from trying out 

defensive driving, checking out the vintage cars, arts and culture of 

Thailand. The show also had a section dedicated to motorsports, with 

various types of racing cars, from drift cars to professional-grade racing 

cars. West officially launched the Thailand manufactured West LMX 

(formerly LMP4) race car - and had their test driver Lionel Lefebvre and local 

champion Jack Lemvard to showcase the car’s incredible speed. 

Outdoor activities included test drives of the latest vehicles, motoring 

club displays, a Jaguar Art of Performance Tour and a Spirit Of The 4x4 

Driving School for those who are raring to test their driving skills on high-

performance automobiles.

On the car entertainment section, there was an impressive “three grand 

show”, with Mirage Audio, QC Car Audio and Pioneer/Rocket Sound. QC Car 

Audio and JVC Kenwood Electronics introduced the Excelon to Thai market, 

while Mirage Audio booth showcased their full range of audio products 

from all over the world. Finally, Rocket Sound and Pioneer brought out their 

big high-resolution audio guns in their demo car with the Pioneer Z5050BT 

Media Receiver as the source. Three D800 Class D, 6.5-inch Z-series front and 

rear speakers, and 10-inch subwoofer, installed in the car by Rocket Sound.

Before the show even opened its doors to the public, there were many 

seminars for the key industry players. Khun Chai Pappasapong, President 

of Thailand Convention & Exhibition Bureau (TCEB) organized the expo in 

cooperation with the Thailand Convention & Exhibition Bureau (TCEB). With 

the aim of raising the standard of Business to Business, negotiations and 

business matchmaking, the show this year also allocated more space for car 

part manufacturers, equipment and machinery providers.

It also gave Thai entrepreneurs the chance to expand their market. By 

negotiating trade with operators from ASEAN countries. This will increase 

the potential of Thai entrepreneurs in the automotive industry to be 

stronger.

With such a massive scale, we are looking forward to Motor Expo 2018! For 

more information, visit www.motorexpo.co.th.
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First up, some happy news. Rally Australia is assessing 

a range of potential new spectator attractions as it 
plans the return of the FIA World Rally Championship 
to the New South Wales Coffs Coast in 2018.

Organisers have set a goal to increase attendance beyond 
the record 63,415 achieved at the most successful event 
to date, which wrapped up the 2017 WRC season on 16-19 
November.

Event Chairman Ben Rainsford said changes for the next 
Rally Australia on 15-18 November 2018 could include 
new competition stages, upgraded services and facilities at 
spectator points and more family attractions at the popular 
competitors’ service park in Coffs Harbour.

“We’ve had plenty of positive feedback in the couple of 
weeks since our latest event about highlights such as the 
Destination NSW Super Special Stage and the extra service 
park attractions,” he said.

Mikkelsen, 27, completed a clean sweep of three morning 
stages, topping Pilbara (9.71km), Eastbank (19.05km) 
and Sherwood (26.68km), easily setting the lead for Rally 
Australia. In only his third outing in the factory Hyundai 
i20 Coupe WRC, the Norwegian created a 16.6s leader over 
Citroen’s Kris Meeke.

Five-time world champion Sebastien Ogier, who bore the 
task of “cleaning” the gravel surface as first in the running 
order, suffered gear selection problems in his M-Sport Ford 
Fiesta and has found himself in eighth, 28.8s off the lead.

Day 2 saw the fastest group of drivers start in reverse 
order of finishing positions. This put Toyota star Esapekka 
Lappi of Finland first on the road to “clean” the loose gravel 
for following competitors, a burden world champion 
Sébastien Ogier wore the day before. The longest stage 
was not without drama. Mikkelsen paid a heavy price on 
the challenging SS10 Newry17 run when he struck a bank, 
resulting in a double puncture and retirement for the day. 

Local star Nathan Quinn, the highest placed Australian in his 
10-year-old Mitsubishi Evo 9. He held a lead of almost two-
and-a-half minutes over Subaru driver Molly Taylor, his only 
rival in the showdown for the 2017 CAMS Australian Rally 
Championship.

Harry Bates and co-driver John McCarthy officially withdrew 
from the rally after the Neal Bates team found a cylinder 
issue had been the cause of overheating problems on the 
opening day in their AP4-spec Toyota Yaris.

Brendan Reeves and co-driver Rhianon Gelsomino suffered 
a huge accident in their Mazda2 halfway through the 
Nambucca17 stage, escaping unharmed although their 
machine was heavily damaged.

Neuville had an early scare as torrential rain made the final 
day’s morning stages almost undriveable but he was able to 
pull clear when it counted to supply Hyundai with a perfect 
end to the 2017 FIA World Rally Championship season.

Five-times World Rally Champion Sebastien Ogier (M-Sport) 
won the points-paying Power Stage that closed the rally and 
the season and finished fourth after a weekend beset with 
problems.

The 29-year-old Neuville recorded his fourth victory of the 
season, double Ogier’s score in achieving his fifth straight 
drivers’ world championship last month. He also hoisted 
his 54th special stage win of the 2017 season in the first 
run through Wedding Bells this morning, astonishingly also 
more than double Ogier ‘s score.

Neuville had started the day more than 20sec ahead of 
Latvala but saw this halved after rain – described by Citroen 
driver Kris Meeke as “horrendous” – dumped on the second 
test, Bucca. The conditions affected other parts of the course 
and organisers cancelled the penultimate stage, Pilbara 
Reverse, leaving Latvala with too little time and distance to 
continue his charge.

In a post-event press conference, said the season’s 
achievements made he and the Hyundai Motorsport team 
feel like World Champions, even though they missed the 
title because of early mistakes and problems.

Kennards Hire Rally Australia 
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Los Angeles Auto Show 2017
Some might argue that investing our time across 
the globe on automotive events might not be 
entirely relevant in the ASEAN context, given that 
the Thailand International Motor Expo took place 
during the same period from the 1st to 10th of 
December. But we reckon that the City of Angels 
has plenty to offer in terms of surprises within the 
automotive industry, and we were not disappoint-
ed! The 2017 LA Auto Show held at the LA Conven-
tion Centre promised visitors from all walks of life 
no lack of adrenaline, primarily due to the increased 
hands-on experience and countless concepts in this 
year’s instalment. 

Apart from having the flexibility to shop for more 
than 1,000 vehicles on display, visitors feasted 
their eyes on car debuts, concepts and cars fettled 
with aftermarket components. The LA Auto Show 
takes over the entire LA Convention Centre campus 
across 870,000 square feet, two main halls (South 
& West), “The Garage” aftermarket hall (under 
South Hall) and connecting walkways. The Garage, 
accessible via the South Hall Atrium’s escalators, 
houses one of the world’s largest and most eclectic 
collections of renowned tuners, customisers and 
aftermarket goods. In 2016, customised vehicles 

from McLaren, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, Lamborghi-
ni, Bentley, Maserati, Ferrari and Porsche supplied 
a feast for the senses (Yes, we’re thinking Jay Leno’s 
Garage-style layouts!).

Arguably one of the more highly anticipated 
features would be concept cars and car debuts, 
flaunting their aesthetics in front of thousands of 
curious onlookers. Of worthy mention will be the 
Mazda Vision Coupe - a large, grand touring vehicle 
that highlights “Mazda Elegance”, a term the global 
design team uses in complement to the “Mazda Pre-
mium” direction the brand is taking as it elevates its 
vehicles and their positioning. Not to be outdone, 
Toyota also premiered the Future Toyota Adventure 
Concept (FT-AC), a funky do-it-all hauler that Toyota 
claims can conquer most roads off the beaten path. 

Turning up performance levels by a fair number 
of notches will be the Mercedes-AMG Project One, 
powered by a 1.6-litre V6 hybrid petrol engine with 
direct injection and electrically assisted single tur-
bocharging that comes directly from the Mercedes-
AMG Petronas Formula 1 racing car. Those that 
also favour space and grace will look towards the 
Porsche booth, with the Porsche Panamera Turbo S 

E-Hybrid Sport Turismo. It is powered by a 4.0-litre 
V8 and an electric motor, good for 680 bhp and a 
chunky 849 Nm of torque right from the get-go. A 
more familiar and traditional rival to the Panamera 
was also made known to the public, with the BMW 
M5 not being a slouch in the numerical arms race - 
a century sprint of 3.2 seconds brings it well within 
the supercar performance territory.

More quirky concepts were shown by Volkswagen, 
with the ID Crozz Concept providing a claimed 270-
mile electric range - more than sufficient to supply 
fuss free grocery runs! Another concept that drew 
arguably more attention would be the Volkswagen 
ID Buzz concept, which is designed to recall the 
original Type 2 Microbus without mimicking it.

These concepts have yet to make their way to our 
shores - they might never even have a chance to 
be part of ASEAN-related motor shows. But this is 
precisely why it makes these concepts all the more 
desirable. The direction manufacturers take are 
closely tagged to these futuristic works of art, and 
the LA Motor Show certainly did not disappoint by 
providing an ideal exhibition for all stakeholders 
involved to learn, network and have fun!
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Booth hunting...

Jeep’s Wrangler wrestling through!

Red hot chilli pepper in JCW guise Sensible haulers with facelifts Stop and stare!

Electric mud-slinger? We want it! Jaguar I-Pace eTrophy Car

One of many prototypes attempting to make an impactMazda Vision Coupe a real looker!
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With peak driving season approaching, Waze, the world’s largest community-based traffic and 
navigation app, has revealed a holiday travel guide for drivers, which identified the following: 

1 In Singapore, worst day to drive this Christmas will be Friday, Dec 22, as well as in Malaysia and Philippines. 
2 Waze has also identified the hours with the worst traffic jams each day leading to Christmas and New Year. 
If you’re crossing the Causeway to celebrate Christmas in Malaysia this year, between 4pm – 6pm on Dec 22 
will be the worst time to travel due to a high chance of getting stuck in traffic. 3 Everyone’s favourite Christmas 
tune while sitting in holiday traffic is 90s classic “All I Want For Christmas Is You” by Mariah Carey. Here are four 
other popular Christmas songs: “It’s Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas” by Michael Bublé, “Santa Tell Me” 
by Ariana Grande, “Happy Xmas (War Is Over) – 2010 Digital Remaster” and “Last Christmas – Remastered” 
by Wham! 4 Waze can help plan your trip from Singapore to the North Pole to get your gifts. Based on 
Singaporeans’ average driving speed, it will take about 14 days to reach Santa’s house. In APAC, Philippines 
is 1,400KM closer to the North Pole than Singapore, yet Filipino drivers take 8 more days to get there. 
Globally, Italian drivers are among the fastest in the race to the North Pole (likely because everyone is 
driving Ferraris). 5 As for your return trip to ring in 2018, Waze recommends avoiding the roads between 
3pm – 5pm on Sunday, Dec 31, especially if you’re hoping to make it back home in time for your New 
Year’s Eve party. So... 6 Eyes on the road! The last thing you want to become is the cause of the congestion. 
A nice gift (even for yourself ) would be a really smart Pioneer Z5050BT multimedia receiver which brings 
hands-free phone, music and navigation operation to your car. No more fumbling with the phone to see 
the directions, let Pioneer show you the way on the big screen!
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